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Honda’s research and development
program defines the perfect sports coupe
by the needs of the driver.

I'he result: the 1989 Prelude, a car
both personal and responsive.

Its sleek profile is the result of a low
hoodline, a smooth front end and near-

flush-mounted glass.

Under the hood sits the heart of the

Prelude: a powerful, 2.0 liter engine.

Double wishbone suspension provides
responsive handling. And with 4-wheel
steering, even higher levels of handling
performance have been achieved.

The Prelude. The definition of the

sports coupe has never been clearer.
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When you take your driving personaily.

A personal sports coupe should inspire its
driver. Not only with its looks. But with its
handling and performance.

The Prelude S is visually inspiring,
Craze at its acrodynamic shape. Its low
hoodline and near-flush-mounted glass.

The pillars are sim to provide greater
visibility for the road.

"Take control with the Prelude S. The
Instruments are easy to read, The standard,
power-operated moonroof, the AM/FM
SICTCO CASSCLIC Sysicm and the cruise con-
trol improve vour time in the driver’s seat.

‘The Prelude S is powered by a 2.0
liter single overhead cam engine. Enough
power for quick starts off the line, and for
passing slower traffic.

‘The 4-wheel double wishbone suspen-
ston with front and rear stabilizer bars pro-

vides positive handling and a comfortable
nde. And vanable-assist POWET Steerng
gives you greater confidence to handle al-
maost any road situation.

The Prelude S. Designed to make a
driving statement.

Aerodynamics are improved with the stvlish retractable
hatirren hecdliphis.
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It'll accelerate your senses.

From its fucl-injected, 2.0 liter engine w
its low profile, the Prelude Siis designed o
MOVE VoL

‘The 16-valve twin cam engine with
Programmed Fuel Injection is the essence
of the Si.With 135 hp, it’s the most powerful
Prelude ever.

For smooth shifting, a 5-speed manual
transrmussion 15 standard. And an available
clectronically controlled 4-speed automanc
with sport shift is programmed to shift
gears at higher rpm for sportier driving
performance,

At all four wheels, you'll find a race-
proven double wishbone suspension. This
makes for a very agile car.

The variable-assist power steering and
4-wheel disc brakes with ventlated front
rotors put vou in firm control of the road.
And the performance-rated 195/60 R14
Michelin MXV radials are standard.

Io let in the sky, the Prelude Si comes
equipped with a power-operated moonroof.

Diriving is a pleasure with the standard
AM/FM E'TR High Power sterco cassette
system, cruise control, air conditioning,

power windows and mirrors,

Integrated fog lights provide improved
road visibility. Courtesy lights for the igni-
tion and door locks are standard,

The Prelude Si. You'll find it a moving
expenence.
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Prefude 5i with the SWS package



The outlook from mission control.

Behind the wheel of a Prelude, vou'll see a
whole new view of the road.
‘T he hoodhine and the cowl are low,
Shim pillars help provide even more glass _ g

area for i|'|'||'r|'|:.1~. ed visibnlicy.

“I'he wraparound dash logically arranges

the instrumentacon. f

"I'he white-on-black
analog gauges—speed- e ?
ometer, tachometer, A/C ‘
fuel and temperature— — #
can be read effortlessly 2
tor day or night drving, %
Switches for the
Cn the Pretige 31, moonroot, power win- . e
T » 00 Tohee f
dows (Prelude Si1), hights A L) Hﬂlﬂn&

and wipers are placed SW-VOLUME -
*5n SEER REW FM E'r : _.'r ‘;’

well within reach of the driver. -
e : . - ' 1 FF
I'he steering column is adjustable. And : b f PR EJECT OBAss
i . i . LS f *Theae  {fADER
the gear shatt moves with precision. TMS i } - ALANCE
= . AT P =
| 'he temperature controls and enter- o 4 f' P f i ﬂ:‘ | . A
tanment system are conventently located i f IO, e
i . ) "'Hl‘E-F'l

in the center console.
When it comes to vour driving, the

Prelude has things well under control.
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The driver’s natural habitat.

Inside the Prelude vou'll find the perfect

driving environment.

1The driver's seat of the S11s designed
to cradle vou, thanks to the adjustable
lumbar and side bolster supports. It has a
memory feature that retains vour favorite
P witon. And tor added combort, a dnver's
left tootrest 1s standard.

Unlock and fold the rear seathack down
to stretch out the trunk space to carry vour
skis or bike

Open up the power-operated, tnted
elass moonmool for those midnight ndes. Or
leave it closed, and shde back the sunshade
to let in the hght,

There's a sophistcated ANVEFM High
Power sterco cassete
with four speakers and
a rear fender-mounted
POWET ANTCTINGL.

1he Sialso features
a dual diversity antenna
svstem which adds a rear
'..';il'l!i_illl'-'- ANLCTINGL,
Standard on & Cry
Prelude is a three-point passive restraint
front seat belt svstem:
The inner Prelude. Become a product

OF 105 &m, IONIMent,
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A technological turning point.

Four-wheel steering (4WS), descnibed as
an automotive milestone, 1s avaikable on
the Prelude Si. Car and Drroer states thar
“the arnval of 4WS in a production caris a
histonc development”

Honda engineers saw the potential of
advancing the limits of handling perform-
ance by developing a steening system that
encompasses all four wheels.

Because the rear wheels turn in relation
to the front wheels, there's more control and
stability. During high-speed lane changes.
In a crowded parking lot. Or on a snowy
mountain road.

'The Prelude Si with the 4-wheel steer-
ing package will also turn vour head. The
body is sleck. In fact, the hoodline is as low
as that of the Ferran 308 G'T'S.

Under the hood is a powerful 2.0 liter,
16-valve, twin cam engine with Programmed
Fuel Injection.

(Orcher features available exclusively
as part of this package include: alloy
wheels, bronze-tunted glass, power door
locks and a rear tail spoiler, to create the
ultimate Prelude.

The Prelude Si with the 4WS package.
Things have trned out very well.

The addition of fowr-wheel steering provides a new leved of
heoractlliree qond cowarod




Dual-Stage Intake Manifold

POGM-F] uses a vacoum-operated, dual-
tage intake manifold to improve low- and
mid-range torque. At low rpm, air is drawn
through a 35mm diameter primary intake
tract designed to keep intake air velocity
high. This improves combustion chamber
charge ethciency which yields becter
torcque at low rpm.

As rpm increases, the engine’s need
for intake air also increases. At 5000 rpm,
a supplemental 38mm intake tract opens.
It supplies addinional air to the engine to
ensure free breathing and maximum
power output at high rpm.

Diranl-Soage Intake Meifold improves lonw- amd mid-range
towgpute withowr foss of high-rpm power.

Corlgrnd fevmpmeraivire
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Transmissions

Prelude’s dual-mode 4-speed, electonically
controlled automatic transmission features
both a Normal mode and a driver-selectable
Sport mode.

When the driver requires more perfor-
mance, for example during sportier driving
or on a long, steep grade, the transmission
can be shifted from D w S mode. In the
S mode, the transmission automatically
shifts from 1st to 2nd and from 2nd to 3rd
gear at higher rpm at part-throttle openings,
Pressing the 54 button allows the trans-
mission to shift into 4th gear while still in
the Sport mode.

An Electronic Control Unit (ECU)
determines when the gears will shift in the
Normal and Sport modes. It also regulates
torque converter lockup in Normal mode.

lorque converter lockup eliminates
power-robbing automaric transmission slip-
page in 2nd, 3rd and 4th gears, and during
vehicle deceleranon,

A smooth, precise-shifung, close-ratio
S-speed manual transmission 1s standard
on the Prelude. It features a low mainte-
nance, selt<adjusting, hydraulically actuated
clutch with an ignition interlock svstem.

Prelude’s differential uses equal length
halfshafts to drive the front wheels. This
design minimizes torque steer—the ten-
dency for front-wheel-drive cars o pull to
one side under hard acceleration.



Shock absorber and
spring are specially
calibraded for ride
cortrod and fo ieodade
[RILEFTIRETS

Front stabilizer bar

Camrpinamce acshirg
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Rear sabilizer bar,
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Suspension

By utlizing race-proven 4-wheel double
wishbone suspension on the Prelude, Hond:
engineers were able to build a suspension
svstem that provides ourstanding control,
handling and nde.

T'ire adhesion while cormnering is masa
mized because the system’s near-ideal sus
pension geometry keeps the wheels virm

ally perpendicular to the road surface
regardless of the amount of
body-roll developed.
With 4-wheel
double wishbone su
pension, the shock
absorbers do not
have to absorb brak
ing, cornering and
acceleration forces as they
do on strut-type systems. Instead

they are only required to control

ride-related forces such as body-roll
and picching. Honda engineers have taken
advantage of this charactenstc by design-
ing a shock absorber that operates with less
fncton than would be possible on other
suspension svstems. The resule is that less
road vibration and shock are transmitted
to the vehicle.

Anti-dive and ant-lift geometry incor
porated into the suspension design also
minimizes nose-dive and rear-end lift
during braking,

Iront and rear stabilizer bars and low
center of gravity contribute to Prelude’s
flat cornering stance,
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Power You Can Use High-voltage electromic POM-FI Programmed Dhacal -Cverhecad
The compact, aluminum alloy, twin-cam, g G e

2.0 liter power plant of the Prelude Siis a
direct descendant of Honda's Formula 1
racing hentage. 'The dual overhead cam-
shaft cylinder head has four valves per
cvlinder and pent-roof combustion cham-
bers. The combustion chamber’s 52-degree
included angle allows the use of larger in-
take and exhaust valves for better breath-
ing. It also unlizes centrally located spark
plugs for efficient combustion.

“This engine’s high power outpur isn't
merely a result of combustion chamber
design alone, Efficient, usable power out-
put requires attention to the intake and
exhaust system design as well.

The fuel delivery is by Honda's Pro-
grammed Fuel Injection system (PGM-
FI). PGM-FT is a imed, sequential, mulu-
point Programmed Fuel Injection system
which uses seven sensors to monitor en-

gine status. T hese sensors feed information
to a state-of-the-art computer which
controls the exact moment and duration
each injector operates. PGM-FI gives the
Prelude Si engine outstanding driveability,

power and fuel economy® over a wide range
of operating conditions,

d-valve per-cviinder
i oo
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Dol wisdibowe sisperision isolates the peassenger from
Foxcnel-xtonck sticln cis Brorps arkd dips

Aerodynamics: The Total Car

Improving a car’s acrodvnamics has several
benefits. The car will use less fuel, handle
better, and give the driver and passengers
a greater feeling of security and comfort.
Turbulence is reduced, resulting in less

wind noise. So the car’s occupants experni-

ence a quicter, less fanguing environment,

The Prelude’s excellent coefficient of
drag rating of 0.34 is the result of attention
to every aspect of the car's design. For ex-
ample, the Prelude has the lowest hoodline
of any front-wheel-dnive car. This not only
contributes to the car’s acrodvnamic effi-
ciency, it also improves forward visibiliey,
which helps driver control and comfort.

However, this low hoodline would not
be possible were it not for the compactness
of the front double wishbone suspension
svstem. The Prelude’s engine was also
designed o fir this profile. Reclining the
engine 18 degrees rearward lowered the
car’s center of gravity and improved its
weight distribunion, which improved brak-
ing, acceleration and cornering,

Attention to details like nearly flush-
mounted glass and flush-mounted door
handles also contribute to the Prelude’s
acrodynamic efficiency.

Ultra-shm roof pillars improve outward
visibility by providing a full 326 degrees
of viewing angle. Structural reinforcing
within the pllars contnibutes o Preludes
excellent body strength and nigidicy,
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The tradition continues.

Prelude has traditionally been a showcase
of Honda innovation and engineering. The
1989 model proudly carries on this tradition
with features like 4-wheel double wish-
bone suspension, 12- and 16-valve engines,
advanced ergonomics and the world’s first
mass-produced, all mechanical 4-wheel
steering system available on the Prelude Si.
The result is a“driver'’s car”that uniquely
combines high performance e

and refinement, :

4-Wheel Steering

(4W5)

Honda's unique steer-

angle dependent 4-wheel

steenng system is available on 3

the Prelude Si. A result of 11 vears

of research and development, 4WS is a

completely rehable mechanical system

which improves Prelude’s already superb

handling response at highway speeds and

increases its mancuverabilicy at low speeds.
At highway speeds the car responds

more quickly to steering input than a

conventional car with two-wheel steering,
In order for a conventional two-wheel

steering vehicle to change direction, the

steered front wheels first must rotate the

Werfahle-assist, power
reck-ciitol-pirion steering

Mecirioal rem
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viehicle around its center of graviey, As the
vehicle rotates, its fixed rear wheels gen-
erate the addinonal side foree necessary to
change the vehicle’s direction of travel.

With 4WS at highwayv speeds, the front
and the rear wheels are steered in the same
direction at the same tme. So the rear
wheels begin generating a comering force
immediately rather than having to wait
tor the vehicle to hirst rotate as they would
on a two-wheel-steered car.

The resule is a car that responds quicker
with less body-roll durning transient mancu-
vers such as kaine changes. 4WS also makes
the Prelude easier to control in side-force
disturbances such as cross-winds and off-
camber roads.

In tight turns at low speed, the front
wheels steer at a greater angle chan at high-
way speeds. ' This causes the rear wheels
to turn slightly in the opposite direction of
the front wheels. This effectively shortens
the Prelude’s uming radius; allowing it to
make a U-turn in less space than a conven-
tonal two-wheel-steered vehicle.

1The supenor low-speed handling with
tour-wheel steenng also allows it w fit
miore casily into difhcule spaces, making
mancuvers like parallel parking casier.

When
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Unigue, all-mechanical rear wheel steering box.

High Performance Exhaust System

"The Prelude utlizes a low back-pressure,
racing-type" four-into-two-into-one “exhaust
systemn. The svstem promotes combustion
chamber “scavenging™ and also improves
cvlinder head breathing, "The result is in-
creased engine torque and a flatter torque
curve for better engine performance,

Engine Mounting

Engine vibration transferred to the passen-
ger compartment 1s minimized by Prelude’s
Incria Axis Engine Mount svstem. This
unique system places engine mounts along
the engine’s inertal axis—the axis along
which it actually vibrates when operating,



\ir condiioning can cool things oft in
qour Prelude S. Honda air condinioners also
it as a dehumadiher. By combiming the
ur condinoning with the heater adjustment,
car-round temperature and humadin

control 1s available.

When YOu want to add a SpOrty ook

toy vour Prelude or load it up for road trips,
how about a rear deck racks

See vour Honda dealer for a full-line
weessory brochure. And drive a Prelude

vith vour personal touch.,

T Wil o ol crstedd Rief-monery [T
% cnaiiae for the Prelude § or S




Personalize your Prelude.

Why not have vour Prelude reflect vour

individualioy? TUNE
Design vour own sound svstem with v

cither a Compact Dhsc plaver or a 7-Band i

Graphic Equalizer.

SW- H
Coive vour Prelude vour personal look r?:?L“ME ONDA

i ¥
. S K : JIE T T < SEEK REw
from the ground up with a vaniery of stvlish, I PROG /
aluminum alloy wheels. \1 \ ! PLay FF
A leather steering wheel cover will give - < _— { 3 EJECT 5
vou an even sportier teel for the road. S - REPE 47 ——— . r;ESELE ':""ﬁ
. - - 1 : . ™
Maintain vour Prelude’s fimish wiath 4 f T oo AL
T HE o e e et 5 e ) AM Py f"..
door edge guards, fenderwell tnm and rear — f 5 Em J | 7 n
mud guards. » -— , ' ' ; \ W
And a nose mask will help protect the - " Auto PRESEY
- , AY T
front end against stones and insects. Mg v im‘"ﬂ'&'
For long drives, a center armrest pro- — POw
. ; : o R ER J"""'!'E"[.J.'
vides extra comfort. 95 . i
Improve vour visibiliey at night and Hﬂ]“-ni Be:
dunng bad weather with integrated halo- i 7 / - L é
: ] L iy u f ,. &:AH E ":E-l L
gen fog hights for vour Prelude S. ICDED — PEAT © By
g '_
Ih_...r
EEA.Fnr
-y i 3

Tl Mowwcks Vbl
Frictiude |
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Fiw ST liprrry, fisten fo vouir fenvortle fanes with fie
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SPECIFICATIONS AND DIMENSIONS /FEATURES, DPTIONS AND STANDARD ECUIPMENT
EXTERMR FEATURES

negrated Fog | ights.

.'-Irl.n::.klr;:hl: £ A L
Dual-Oulled Exhaust System e
Cal Remote-Operated Door B frl;;-'-_-; Frpaanst [ A
Dower Antenna P ¥ p: L ] . <
wes Mooneool i i . .
mpih [ iu:ﬂ Abdorteng Bumgpers 7 ¥ - 'Il X ; L ]
Teflis] (ol 'll -

INTERIOR FEATURES

Prwer Windows .
Au Conditioning L]
rtion E'-'-rﬂl.;rrl-.lﬁhl ] : . i
'm-.n-r'-s L|-1|1 Foobiest i 3 ‘"

nusse Control % & . C

s tabie Sqm.'-rﬂg Colurmin L R -

ANUFM ETR Stereo Cassette with 4 Speakers High Powe .
PR & i3 : ' T 4x1254 Watt RM'S 2x20-Watt RMS
Fokd-Down Rear Seatback with Lock S : = % . &
Front RAechining Seatback REPRGN g ; i with blemory on Drives's Saal (A -
Hemabe Trunk-Lid and Foel Filer Door Releasa P 5 [ ] § i [ ]
Rear Window Dedroster with Tirmes 5 AR ! : ¥ ; . i T -
I-Point Passive Restraint Seat Belt System (font) e L] .
: ";1.;r.l: il e Sysbem (rear) 3 - -

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR COLORS

r 'l Black
Barbados "I'i.-l'l_'l-.'r Black
-\.J|1I|'|-H|.1-It Bl.nh PesariCame
Phpem Red/ HI.—u:,-t

Laurel Biue Metalic/Blue
Laguna Gokd Meallic/Sand
Moble Sieid Matalbe!' Gray

Steer-Angle Depandent 4WS
Fear Tad Spoder with LED Brakesghi
1 - Aoy '-".-'&m-:s
Frowwts EK!'('H'L'Z.'H.I'IE
Bronze-Tinked Glass

EPA MILEAGE ESTIMATES!

L AL BE BN BN AR

s o0 e

A9-State City/Hwy (S-speed manual) 23127 22127
49-Gtate City/Hwy. (4-speed automalic) 1 21127 Sy __ 20126
Calornia City/Hwy (S5-3pead manual) 2a27 i 2328
Cabormua City/Hwy. (4-5peed automanc) ; 21127 i : 21128

sperifcaom., features, illkseraoony and copapenont shosan in thes catabog aec hascd upen the bebcst asvadlsbic imlormuteon @ the ome of pulblcanon. Alhough dosonpooens. sse belaoved comroct, soowrscy camneg be pusarsesd. Amercan Homds Mosce U, Ing, reseroes the
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SPECIFICATIONS AND DIMENSIONS/FEATURES, OPTIONS AND STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Type Alurminasm-alloy in-bne 4 Al -y im-line 4
Desplacernent (cc) 1958 1958
Horsepower @ rpm (SAE net, MT/AT) T ; 135 @ 6200 104 @ 5800/105 @ 5800
Torque (- @ rpm) - 127 @ 4500 111 @ 4000
Compeession Fato i a0 B
Valve Tran ; DOMC. 16-Vahve SOHC, 12-Vaive
Fusl induction System Wiyt -Point Programméed Fuel igpecton: PGM-F Dual Side-Draft, Constant Velocity
ignition System Electronic Electionc
Front sl Drive Front-wWiheel Drivae

!.'Ful'lual THBNSMISSHON -8 painined 5-apoad
Elm:!rm;;.u-nﬁ-,r Conirolled Automabc Transmission (Availabe) 4 -spai wiSpon Shait 4-spead wiSport Shif
Firgd Drnvir Readis (MTAAT) 4 266133 4187 14 D66
Body Type Uret By
SUSDENGON 4-¥Tesed Doutse Wishbone wiCod Springs 4 Whesl El:n.ll.':lﬂ- '."mhn-:r-: wiCod Spongs
Stabilizer Bar {rmem, frondinesar) 254Nn7 TEANT
Sheening Typd: Vanabhe-Assist Powes Back-and-Piron L ] ™
Steering Wheel Tums, Lock-to-Lock iy 281 (266%% 281
Turning Diameter, Curb-io-Curb (fL) 34,8 (31.5%% 34.8
Dual-Disgonal Brake Sysiem L ] L
WI'IEﬂIE 14-inch Steal Wheals wilh Full Covers 13-inch Steel Whaots with Full Covers

195760 R14 BSH Michedn B 18570 HRILA
Wheadhase (i ) 1011 1019
Length {in.) 1758 1756
W (o ) 67.3 87.3
Height () S 510 51.0
Track (in., front/rear) 58.3/579 SBAGTO
Curty Weight (ibs., MT/AT) L 2‘3?11’?515"
Coefficient al Drag (Cd) .34
Headroom (in, frontirear) 36.9/34.1 3687341
Legroom (in, front/rear) 431271 A3 12T
Shaulder Room (n, frontimear) ] : 531511 53.1/51.1
Hiproom (in., rontinear) ' 51545, 51.5/45.1
Cargo Violume (cu. 1) 1tu- 1.0

Irsberinr Wiodurmie (Cu. M)

Engine O with Filter (qt.)
Fued {gal ) 15 b 158
Cooling System (gls., MT/AT) 6.7 Ba56

M This workbwibe symabwol eepresents Honds Mosor U, the sunce of vanous line makes of quality suomolsles.  TAikeage figuees shown for comganson. **With SWS opeion package.
- Yo 58,000 Mile [imited Warranse; Ondirary mainienarce sions of sipsements, parts sobgoct o mormsl seis and roplicement amd cemain wems are ewhaded. See wr Flonds dealer o the tommes amd oondstons of this bt warants



