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STARLINK™ Safety and Security Connected Services

Touchscreen Navigation System

Lots of room for lots of possibilities.

9

| 2016 F
o

re
ste

r

Forester 2.5i Limited with Platinum Leather.

Refined Interior 

There’s a lot to enjoy in the new Forester like an 
available large panoramic moonroof to give everyone  
a wide-open feeling and the all-new STARLINK™  
Safety & Security connected services that can promptly 
send first responders when an airbag deploys, help 
police locate your vehicle if it’s stolen, and more.1 
STARLINK™ in-vehicle technology also gives you instant 
access to music, maps, news and text messages 
through the touchscreen or voice commands without 
ever touching your phone.2

There’s a standard 4.3-inch, full-color multifunction 
display, with info on vehicle settings as well. A standard 
Rear-Vision Camera also displays on the audio system 
screen to help you safely reverse, while the available 
touchscreen navigation system is there to help you find 
your way.

1 Activation and required subscription sold separately. Includes one year trial subscription. 
See retailer for details.  2 Compatible smartphone and applications required.  
For applications to operate, latest version of each application is required. Data provided by 
smartphone is displayed on the audio system screen. Some state laws prohibit the operation 
of handheld electronic devices while operating a vehicle. Smartphone apps should only be 
launched when vehicle is safely parked. Your wireless carrier’s rates may apply.
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2016 Forester | Trim Levels

2.5i Touring

Includes 2.5i Limited key features and adds:
• 18-inch aluminum-alloy wheels
• HID headlights
• Chrome accents on lower door cladding
• Body-color side mirrors with integrated  

turn signals
• Keyless Access with Push-button Start and 

pin-code vehicle access
• 440-watt Harman Kardon amplifier and  

8 Harman Kardon speakers
• Analog gauges with LCD display and 

electroluminescent lighting
• Dual-zone automatic climate control system
• One-touch folding rear seatbacks
• Lineartronic® CVT shift lever with leather  

shift boot

2.0XT Premium

Includes 2.5i Premium key features and adds:
• 250-hp turbocharged 2.0-liter 4-cylinder  

SUBARU BOXER® engine
• Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with X-MODE®  

featuring Hill Descent Control (HDC)
• Lineartronic® CVT (Continuously Variable 

Transmission) with manual-mode paddle shifters
• Sport-tuned suspension
• SI-DRIVE 
• 18-inch aluminum-alloy wheels
• Rear spoiler
• Auto-on/off headlights
• Sport cloth upholstery
• Leather-wrapped steering wheel and shifter handle
• Lineartronic® CVT shift lever with leather shift boot
• Welcome lighting

2.0XT Touring 

Includes 2.5i Touring key features and adds:
• 250-hp turbocharged 2.0-liter 4-cylinder  

SUBARU BOXER® engine
• Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with X-MODE® 

featuring Hill Descent Control (HDC)
• Lineartronic® CVT (Continuously Variable 

Transmission) with manual-mode paddle shifters
• Sport-tuned suspension
• SI-DRIVE

2.5i

• 170-hp 2.5-liter 4-cylinder SUBARU 
BOXER® engine

• Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
• 6-speed manual transmission or 

optional Lineartronic® CVT
• 17-inch styled steel wheels
• Cloth upholstery
• 6-way manually adjustable driver’s 

seat. 4-way manually adjustable front-
passenger’s seat.

• SUBARU STARLINK™ 6.2" Multimedia 
in-vehicle technology system with 
Pandora,® iHeartRadio,® STITCHER  
and Aha™ smartphone app integration,3  
high-resolution LCD touchscreen 
display, 4 speakers, AM/FM/CD 
player, HD Radio® with iTunes® tagging 
capability, USB port/iPod® control, 
Bluetooth® audio streaming and hands-
free phone connectivity, and 3.5-mm 
auxiliary jack

• Manually adjustable CFC-free air 
conditioning system with air filtration 

• Analog gauges with LCD display
• Enhanced color multifunction display
• Rear-Vision Camera
• 7 airbags

2.5i Premium

Includes 2.5i key features and adds:
• 17-inch aluminum-alloy wheels
• Panoramic moonroof
• Raised roof rails: black finish
• Body-color side mirrors
• 10-way power adjustable driver’s seat 
• Reclining rear seatbacks 
• SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia 

Plus in-vehicle technology system with 
Pandora,® iHeartRadio,® STITCHER and  
Aha™ smartphone app integration,3  
high-resolution LCD touchscreen  
display, voice-activated controls,  
6 speakers, AM/FM/CD player, HD Radio® 
with iTunes® tagging capability, USB 
port/iPod® control, SiriusXM® Satellite 
Radio,4 Bluetooth® audio streaming and 
hands-free phone and text messaging 
connectivity, and 3.5-mm auxiliary jack

• STARLINK™ Safety Plus5 featuring 
Automatic Collision Notification, SOS 
Emergency Assistance, Enhanced 
Roadside Assistance, Maintenance 
Notifications and more

• Dual USB ports
• Driver’s auto-up/down power window
• All-Weather Package6

• Privacy glass

2.5i Limited

Includes 2.5i Premium key features and adds:
• Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive  

with X-MODE® featuring Hill Descent 
Control (HDC)

• Lineartronic® CVT (Continuously Variable 
Transmission) 

• Fog lights
• Rear spoiler
• Auto-on/off headlights
• Leather-trimmed upholstery
• Automatic climate control system
• Leather-wrapped steering wheel and  

shifter handle
• Removable cargo-area tray
• Power rear gate with automatic close and 

height memory 
• Welcome lighting

1 Claim based on cumulative awards won since 1997 from Car and Driver (5 Best Trucks), ALG (Residual Value Awards), and Polk (Polk Automotive Loyalty Award).  2 EPA estimated hwy fuel economy for 2016 Subaru 
Forester 2.5i CVT models. Actual mileage may vary.  3 Compatible smartphone and applications required. For applications to operate, latest version of each application is required. Data provided by smartphone 
is displayed on the audio system screen. Some state laws prohibit the operation of handheld electronic devices while operating a vehicle. Smartphone apps should only be launched when vehicle is safely 
parked. Your wireless carrier’s rates may apply.  4 Activation and required monthly subscription sold separately. Includes 4-month trial subscription. See your retailer.  5 Activation and required subscription 
sold separately. Includes one year trial subscription. See retailer for details.  6 Standard with manual transmission. Optional with Lineartronic® CVT. 

“The 2016 Subaru Forester 
received the highest 
possible rating for front 
crash prevention from 
IIHS when equipped with 
Subaru EyeSight.®”

 Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS)

Edmunds.com, 2015 Forester Review

AutoTrader.com, 2015 Forester Review

“At 32 mpg highway the 
AWD Forester delivers 
better fuel economy than 
even some two-wheel-drive 
competitors.”2

“Most award-winning
small SUV.” 1

“Competitive fuel economy,
a spacious cabin and 
available turbocharged 
power make the 2015 Subaru 
Forester a solid pick for a 
small crossover SUV.”

fueleconomy.gov

“If you’re seeking out a 
compact SUV, it’s hard  
to beat what the Forester  
is peddling.”
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2016 Forester | Specifications 2016 Forester | Specifications

Engine and Drivetrain 2.5i 2.0XT

Engine Power | Torque 2.5-liter DOHC aluminum-alloy 16-valve 4-cylinder horizontally  
opposed SUBARU BOXER® engine with Active Valve Control System. 
170 hp @ 5,800 rpm | 174 lb-ft @ 4,100 rpm

2.0-liter DOHC intercooled, turbocharged aluminum-alloy 16-valve 
4-cylinder horizontally opposed SUBARU BOXER® engine with Dual 
Active Valve Control System. 
250 hp @ 5,600 rpm | 258 lb-ft @ 2,000-4,800 rpm

SI-DRIVE performance 
management system

Subaru Intelligent Drive (SI-DRIVE) enables three distinctively different 
modes of vehicle performance characteristics by regulating the engine 
control unit (ECU), the transmission control unit (TCU) and by fine-tuning 
the electronically controlled throttle.

Manual Transmission Fully synchronized 6-speed manual with Incline Start Assist.  
2.5i and 2.5i Premium: Standard.  
2.5i Limited, 2.5i Touring, 2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring:  
Not available.

Automatic Transmission Lineartronic® CVT (Continuously Variable Transmission) with Adaptive 
Control, Incline Start Assist and manual mode for 2.0XT models. 
2.5i and 2.5i Premium: Optional. 2.5i Limited, 2.5i Touring,  
2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring: Standard.

CA Emissions PZEV1 LEV2

Maximum towing 
capacity

1,500 lbs

Traction and Stability

All-Wheel Drive type Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive

X-MODE® X-MODE® optimizes engine output and transmission ratio, increases  
all-wheel drive system engagement and uses enhanced control of the  
VDC system to reduce individual wheelspin, providing optimal traction  
on low friction surfaces.

2.5i and 2.5i Premium: Not available.  
2.5i Limited, 2.5i Touring, 2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring: Standard.

Hill Descent Control 
(HDC)

X-MODE® also incorporates Hill Descent Control that helps to maintain a 
constant vehicle speed when traveling downhill, enhancing vehicle control.  
2.5i and 2.5i Premium: Not available.  
2.5i Limited, 2.5i Touring, 2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring: Standard.

Vehicle Dynamics 
Control (VDC)

Standard VDC electronic stability control utilizes sensors, which constantly 
monitor wheel speeds, steering angle, brake pressure, vehicle yaw rate and 
lateral g-forces. If VDC detects a difference between the driver’s intended 
path and the one the vehicle is actually taking, VDC applies braking power 
and/or reduces engine torque to help correct vehicle path.

Traction Control System 
(TCS)

VDC also incorporates an all-wheel, all-speed traction control system, 
which senses a loss of traction and applies braking force to the slipping 
wheel or wheels as necessary to maintain vehicle motion.

Fuel 2.5i 2.0XT

Fuel Economy city/highway/combined2 Manual: 22/29/25 mpg 
Automatic: 24/32/27 mpg

23/28/25 mpg

Fuel Requirement Unleaded gasoline  
(87 octane)

Premium unleaded 
gasoline recommended 

(91 octane. 93 octane for 
maximum performance.)

Chassis

Steering Electric power-assisted rack-and-pinion. Turning circle: 34.8 feet

Suspension 4-wheel independent.  
Front: Strut-type with lower L-arm. Stabilizer bar.  
Rear: Double wishbone. Stabilizer bar.
2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring: Sport-tuned.

Brakes 4-wheel disc. 4-channel, 4-sensor ABS with Electronic Brake-force 
Distribution (EBD).  
2.5i: Ventilated front.  
2.0XT: Ventilated front and rear.

Brake Discs (front/rear) 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and 2.5i Touring: 11.6 inches/10.8 inches. 
2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring: 12.4 inches/10.9 inches.

Brake Assist When emergency braking is detected by how quickly the brake pedal is 
pressed, maximum brake pressure is immediately applied.

Brake Override System If both brake and accelerator pedals are pressed simultaneously, the 
system reduces the operation of the accelerator pedal to help prevent 
unintentional vehicle acceleration.

Wheels and Tires

Wheels 2.5i: 17 x 7.0-inch steel.
Alloy Wheel Package: 17 x 7.0-inch 5-spoke aluminum alloy.
2.5i Premium and 2.5i Limited: 17 x 7.0-inch 5-spoke aluminum alloy.  
2.5i Touring: 18 x 7.0-inch 5-spoke aluminum alloy. High-luster silver finish.

18 x 7.0-inch 5-spoke aluminum alloy. Dark gray with machine finish.

Tires 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and Alloy Wheel Package: 225/60 R17 
98H All-season

2.5i Touring, 2.0XT Premium and 2.0XT Touring: 225/55 R18 97H  
All-season

Spare Tire Temporary use T145/80 D17

Standard Optional Not equipped
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2016 Forester | Equipment
2.5i

2.5i 
Premium

2.5i 
Limited

2.5i 
Touring

2.0XT 
Premium

2.0XT 
Touring

2016 Forester | Equipment
2.5i

2.5i 
Premium

2.5i 
Limited

2.5i 
Touring

2.0XT 
Premium

2.0XT 
Touring Climate Control

Manually adjustable CFC-free air conditioning system with air filtration 

Automatic climate control system with air filtration

Dual-zone automatic climate control system with air filtration

Instrumentation

Analog gauges with LCD display

Analog gauges with LCD display and electroluminescent lighting
Enhanced color multifunction display for driving range, average fuel economy, clock, 
ambient temperature, climate control and other vehicle functions

Security  

Keyless entry system with answer-back electronic chirp

Antitheft security system with engine immobilizer

Safety
ACTIVE
Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive (AWD)

Vehicle Dynamics Control (VDC) with Traction Control System (TCS) 

4-wheel antilock braking system (ABS) with Electronic Brake-force Distribution (EBD) 

Brake Assist

Brake Override System 

Daytime Running Lights (DRL)

EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology5,8

STARLINK™ Safety Plus9: Automatic Collision Notification, SOS Emergency Assistance,  
Enhanced Roadside Assistance, Maintenance Notifications, Monthly Vehicle Health 
Report, Diagnostic Alerts
Rear-Vision Camera

PASSIVE
Subaru advanced frontal airbag system with driver’s and front-passenger’s  
airbags (SRS)10

Seat-mounted front side-impact airbags (SRS)10

Side-curtain airbags protecting front and rear outboard occupants (SRS)10

Rollover sensor (SRS)10

Driver’s side knee airbag (SRS)10

Whiplash-protection front seats with height-adjustable head restraints
Height-adjustable 3-point front seatbelts with pretensioners and force limiters. 3-point 
seatbelts at all rear seating positions.
Rear child-safety door locks

LATCH system: Lower Anchors and Tethers for Children

Optional Equipment

STARLINK™ Safety Plus & Security Plus9

Lineartronic® CVT (Continuously Variable Transmission)

Alloy Wheel Package • Lineartronic® CVT

All-Weather Package • Lineartronic® CVT

All-Weather Package • Lineartronic® CVT • EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology8

All-Weather Package • Lineartronic® CVT • EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology8 • 
SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia Navigation System
SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia Navigation System • Harman Kardon  
speaker system
SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia Navigation System • Harman Kardon  
speaker system • EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology8

SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia Navigation System • EyeSight® Driver  
Assist Technology8

EQUIPMENT CONTENTS

SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia Navigation System: Voice-activated 7-inch multi-touch gesture high-resolution GPS navigation system with SiriusXM® Satellite 
Radio,7 NavTraffic,®7 NavWeather,®7 USB port/iPod® control, Bluetooth® audio streaming, voice-activated controls, hands-free phone and text messaging connectivity, 
3.5-mm auxiliary jack and Pandora,® iHeartRadio,®  STITCHER and Aha™ smartphone app integration.6 Voice activation for Navigation, Phone and Audio System
EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology8: Pre-Collision Braking System, Pre-Collision Throttle Management, Lane Departure and Sway Warning, Adaptive Cruise Control 
STARLINK™ Safety Plus & Security Plus9: Includes STARLINK™ Safety Plus features and adds Stolen Vehicle Recovery, Remote Lock/Unlock, Remote Horn & Lights, 
Remote Vehicle Locator, and Vehicle Security Alarm Notification
All-Weather Package: Windshield wiper de-icer, heated side mirrors and heated front seats
Alloy Wheel Package: 17-inch alloy wheels, raised roof rails and driver’s auto-up/down power window

Exterior

High-intensity discharge (HID) low-beam and multireflector halogen high-beam headlights

Fog lights

Steering-responsive fog lights (when equipped with optional EyeSight®)  
Rear spoiler

Black side mirrors

Body-color side mirrors  
Body-color side mirrors with integrated turn signals

Chrome accents on lower door cladding

Panoramic moonroof (99% UV light reducing)3  
Windshield wiper de-icer and heated side mirrors (All-Weather Package)   4
Raised roof rails: black finish  5

Seating and Trim
6-way manually adjustable driver’s seat. 4-way manually adjustable  
front-passenger’s seat.
10-way power adjustable driver’s seat with power adjustable lumbar support. 4-way 
manually adjustable front-passenger’s seat.

Heated front seats (All-Weather Package)
4

Reclining rear seats

60/40-split flat-folding rear seatbacks

One-touch folding rear seatbacks

Leather-wrapped steering wheel and shifter handle

Lineartronic® CVT shift lever with leather shift boot

Cloth upholstery

Leather-trimmed upholstery

Convenience 

Keyless Access with Push-button Start and pin-code vehicle access

One-touch lane change feature

Auto-on/off headlights

Power rear gate with automatic close and height memory

Driver’s auto-up/down power window  5

3-spoke steering wheel with audio system, Bluetooth,® SI-DRIVE (2.0XT only),  
and cruise control (or if equipped, EyeSight® System Adaptive Cruise Control) buttons

Lineartronic® CVT transmission paddle shifters

Manually adjustable tilt/telescoping steering column

8 cup holders

Center console with detachable storage tray

Rear center armrest

Cargo-area with 2 grocery bag hooks, 4 tiedown hooks and underfloor storage

Removable cargo-area tray 

Welcome lighting

Audio and Navigation Systems
SUBARU STARLINK™ 6.2" Multimedia in-vehicle technology system with Pandora,® 
iHeartRadio,® STITCHER and Aha™ smartphone app integration,6 high-resolution LCD 
touchscreen display, 4 speakers, AM/FM/CD player, HD Radio® with iTunes® tagging 
capability, USB port/iPod® control, Bluetooth® audio streaming and hands-free phone 
connectivity, and 3.5-mm auxiliary jack
SUBARU STARLINK™ 7.0" Multimedia Plus in-vehicle technology system with Pandora,® 
iHeartRadio,® STITCHER and Aha™ smartphone app integration,6 high-resolution LCD 
touchscreen display, voice-activated controls, AM/FM/CD player, HD Radio® with 
iTunes® tagging capability, USB port/iPod® control, SiriusXM® Satellite Radio,7 Bluetooth® 
audio streaming and hands-free phone and text messaging connectivity, and 3.5-mm 
auxiliary jack
6 speakers 

Harman Kardon speaker system with 8 speakers and 440-watt amplifier  5

Not equippedStandard Optional             Available retailer-installed accessory
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2016 Forester | Accessories 2016 Forester | Owner BenefitsFor a complete list of available accessories, visit 
your local Subaru retailer or visit www.subaru.com |

Warranties

New Car Limited Warranty 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first.

Powertrain Limited Warranty 5 years or 60,000 miles, whichever comes first.

Wear Item Limited Warranty
3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first. 
Repairs to the following items will also be  
covered under Wear Item Limited Warranty:

• Brake Pads
• Wiper Blades
• Clutch Linings
• Transmitter Batteries

Rust Perforation Limited Warranty 5 years, unlimited mileage.

24-hour Roadside Assistance 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first.

Protecting Your Investment Subaru Badge of Ownership

Durability

For additional Subaru resources, including owner’s manuals, maintenance 
schedules, roadside assistance and more, log on to www.mysubaru.com|
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2016 Forester | Dimensions 2016 Forester | Colors
Paint

Upholstery

2.5i
2.5i 

Premium
2.5i 

Limited
2.5i 

Touring
2.0XT 

Premium
2.0XT 

TouringColor Combinations

Crystal White Pearl PC PC PL PL BCSB BL

Ice Silver Metallic BC or PC BC or PC BL or PL BL or PL BCSB BL

Burnished Bronze Metallic BC BC BL BL — —

Jasmine Green Metallic PC PC PL PL — —

Quartz Blue Pearl PC PC PL PL BCSB BL

Venetian Red Pearl PC PC PL PL BCSB BL

Dark Gray Metallic PC PC PL PL BCSB BL

Crystal Black Silica8 BC BC BL BL BCSB BL

 — Not available


