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Ttke Chewnolet Story

-

jl']l". STORY of Chevrolet provides an

-:a-l.lt:iluﬂ-:!i.llg.; l.'.'lLHIJ:IFi]L' o whai can b

accomplished by an organization which,
k-:"li‘|'li|'|‘.'}' the |.l1a|‘.'-]i.1:"5 :|.|1|:-n::-1.'.'|| COf-
stantly in mind, designg, manulactures
and distributes a pood product which i

l'II|'.|

strives contineally to make a better one,

It iz & story that is distinetly American, for it beging in a litde experi-
mental shop I Deroie and continues with a record of sieady expansion
urtil the COTPANY entered World War 11 with nine |'|'|u.|:|ufu|.'||.1ri.ng ceniers
and eleven assembly plants located in ten different states, converted them
all w war production —and embarked wpon postwar preduction with two
new assembly plapts designed and under construction, with expansions
planned for many of its manufacwring plants,

Such growth can m.u:l.']'_-' b .1!.'-'.'!.'|'.ltl.‘d ag definite prﬂm] of the |:lll|:l|.i-'.':':1
approval. In 1912, the first year of i manufacturing existence, Cheveoler
produced 2999 vehicles, the ¢ar being a five-passenger touring car that
listed at £2,150 at the Guetory. [t wok owelve years w produce the firmst
million vehicles, but thereafier the demand increased fo such an extent

that production was soon averaging more than a million units a8 year




THE CHEVREOLET STORY

Thr Bt Clvovoletoened Blaar, o Flent

In the bBepinning, bowever, oo one could have foreseen that Chevrolet
would have such a FI]I.-I'I'I.I::II:II.I.':IIi'LI growth. In 1909, as a matter of fact, when
William ©. Durant, a successiul bugey manufacturer of Flint, Michigan,
asked Louwis Chevrolet, a well-known race driver, (o design a car for intro-
duction to the public, he had not yer formed a company to manulacture i,
Two years of experimental work in a small Detroit shop followed before
the Chevrolet Motor Company of Michigan was arganized November 3,
1911, and then a plant was leased in Detroit and production was starged
om cars which were introduced w0 the public the following year.

The prompt public acceptance of the new vehicle made necessary an
almost immediate expansion of the company’s production facilities, 1t was
necessary also to expand the distribution facilities and, dunng the next
seven years, Chevrolet developed the closely coordinated system of produc-
tion and distribution upon which its success has so largely rested.

The first expansion was made in 19713, when the home plant at Flint,
Michigan, was established and an asembly
plant was leased in New York City. Then
in 1914 the “Baby {earand™ touring ¢ar and
the “Royal Mail™” rosdster were introduced, 6 e
and once again the public demand ex- -
ceeded the company’s ability 1o produce. P A: the ' Faby Dirand™

1]
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The year 1914 marked the beginning of the far-flung wholesale selling
organization which today covers the Llnited States, with zone offices
liscated in 37 principal cities,

The frst selling organization was created that year in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, and was followed in 1915 by similar offices in Kansas City, Missouri,
and Atlanta, Georgia, 1915 also saw the establishment of additional pro-
duction facilities at 5. Lowis, Missouri, and Oshawa, Ontanio, Canada. The
Cammous “* 420 model was introduced in 1916, and s production was begun
in & plant purchased from the Maxwell Motor Company at Tarrviown, K.Y

Further expansion came in 19146, A new asembly plant was erected in
Flint and others were begun at Fort Worth, Texas, amd Cakland, Calif.
Manufacturing feilities were increased ||'.-' the |_u_||1r-|-'|a:=||_= of a J.II.'II'I'l i Ha;-'
City, Muchigan, for the production of small parce and the acquisition of the
Warner Gear Company at Toledo,
Ohin, for the manufacnire of gears and
transmissions, A oew axle plant was add-
ed ar Flint, retail stores were opemed
inmany ol the larger cities, princi pallyin
the East—and production that year ex- @ Q
ceeded 70,000 units, a decided increase ™ T o
over the 1%12 production of only 2,994, TOTA; Dhe “aPT

[3]




IHE CHEVROLET 5TORTY

In 1918 Chevrolet became a part of General Motors Corporation and
embarked upon another era of rupum:i-::-n. A new amrmhl:,-' plant was

started in St Louis and a new high of nearly 150,000 units were produced

The Gienera! Metary Suiiding

that vear. In Apsil 1921 the executive offices of the company were moved
from Mew York o the General Motors Buillding in Decroit; and in March
1922 a new IMpetus was given o Chevrolet's rising fortunes by the appodnt -
ment of William 8, Kpudsen as vice-president in charge of operations,

During Mr. Knudsen's first vear o office Chevrolet ook over from
General Motors the former Central Prodwets geoup, made up ol the gear,
axle and forge plants located in Deteoit. The Janesville, Wisconsin, plant
of the Samson Tractor Company was also acquired and converted into
another asembly plant

Two other imporiant stepd in the orderly process al expansion were the
purchase of land and the beginning of assembly plant construction at Buffalo,
MY, and Norwood, Ohio, asuburbof Cincinoat. With theintroductionofthe
“Superioe” models, Chevralet production meanwhile achieved new hewchis,
production fer 1922 beinsg just alicde less
than ome-guarter of a million wnits.

Amembly of vehicles was staried
the following year at Janesville, Buf-
falo and Morwood, and a total of
480,737 units was built. A sheet metal
plant was completed at Fline and
placed in operation in June 1323, T22: the U Superror”

[4]
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In 1924 Mr, Knudsen was named presdent and general manager of
Cheveslet, and the i'nl.h::-u-'ing yrar, with prnrll:ll.'.rinn amounting to more
than half a millien vehicles for the fist time in the company’s history,
manufacturing facilities were inereased by the acguistion of a plant at
Bloomfield, New Jersey, which was devoted to export operations. The
vear 1925 marked the first year of leadership, for Chevrolet became
the world’s lamgest manufaciucer of cars equipped with three-speed
IramEnisEions,

The following year, 1926, recorded another expansion, when the
Dietredt plant of the General Motors Truck Corporation was taken over
for the manufacture of Chevrodet front and rear axles. The Chevrolet
grey iron I:'nunrlrjr' at BSaginaw,
Michigan, was added the follgw-
g yEear

Production for 1927 established
anotler record, passing the million

A mnlican of e iu one pear - mark for the first time with the pro-

e duction of 1,001,880 vehicles. And
p.-..-hlin_' .=||_||'|'|'|n'.|| ol Chevroled pl'c:d.']url:-'. |1||:hHI pra Lctinn up AEAin in
1928, o reach & todal of 1,193,212, |]1:|rin|:|; this year |'||'|:|r|'||.-|'1irm Wil
started in another asembly plant, located at Atlanta, Georgia, and cons
structicon af still another asembly plant was begun al Kansas Ciy, Misoart.

Late im 1928 Cheveole: discontinued 62 four-eylinder cars and
began production of its sis-cyvlinder “International™ models, which were
introduced 1o the public in Jan-
wary 1929 The new model, -pow-
ered by the famed valve-in-head
engine, won instant approval, anmd
the output for 1929 set anocther
all-tame high with the |:|r'4_'rz:|t_|-z_'1'ir_||1 ob

T2 fhy ** felesdaraanal®

1A2H, 605 cars and trecks.
Mo did expansion stop with the armival of a depression. In 193 a
new spring plant was erected in Detroit, and production facilities were

further inereased by the purchase of the Martin-Parry Corporation body

15]
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|:||.3.1'.|I! at lruii:tnal:qlis fiog
the production af commer-
cial and truck bodics.

In 193] a new bumper
plant was put in operation
in Detroit. The company
celebrated the pru:|1||:1'ir_|n
of its ten millionth Chevros
let omn its twenty-third
hirthday —MNovember 3.
1934,

And five months Llater,
i the =-|.l|:i|:|L: al 1935 a

new assembly plant at

Tm welfran cars ce _"'j_rnn

Baltimwore, Maryland, was
opened and manufacturing plants were added at Saginaw, Michigan,
and Muncie, Indiana.

Thus, seven vears before World War 11 and slightly more than 23
years after its organization, Chevrolet had expanded from a hittle experi-
mental s.]1.-|:||1- o Hix Broupi of manufaciuring plan:b and eleven ﬂ:lb-l'.l:l]l::d'!,'
plants, one of which was devoted exclusively to exporting cars and trucks
to assembly plants located in foreign countries. And further o serve the
public, a wal of 41 parts distribution warehouses hisd been established
in the major cities of the country.

When the next management of the Cheveoler Divison, General
Bellcxiors f:|:|r||n|.':|.|:ir|:|n, assumed  divection of the l:-::l||'||::-.1|:|'.-": allairs in
Oetober 1935, something over nine million Chevrolets had been bl
i the 22 years of the company’'s history, With the elevation of Me.
Koudeen 1o the executive vice-presidency of General Motors, the office of
vice-president and general manager of Chevrolet was assumed by Marvin
E. Coyle, who had been associated with General BMotors since 1911 and with
Chevrolet since 1917, Under his management the company began its climb
from the lowered production period brougle absat by the depression, and

two years later, in 1935, s ourput once more passed the milhon mark.

[al
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'1,,1.;4..-."_. arh
. -F'-?'.?. _-F"'..'

e mow aulemalic franemirrae and sl metal pails plasd, Clvoedand, Giue

In the meantime other expansion moves had been planned, and
December 193 saw the dedication of a brand-mew commercial body
|:||.:||'|! it lr||:I.i.:-||:|:|.|||.||.iy:. which r\e'pd:u'.'-::i the odd building :Irl_'qll'irl_‘d in
1930, The new plant was regarded as the largest and most modern com-
mpercial body plant in the world, having been designed to give maximim
convenience and safety o the workers, together with increased produc-
tion efficiency.

During this year the construction of a new plant in Tonawanda, New
York, was begun., It was designed o prodoce 1200 motors and 1200
aules per day amd was completed and placed in operation the following
year, 0 become the pride of New York state as the most modern and
efficient plant within its boundaries.

A tromsvmerien manwfaciuning prand i Sagimase, Wichipes

—
)
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The year 1936 re-
corded another sehieve-
ment in domestic prodoc-
li.q:-n_. when Chevralet
capiured the leadership
af the entire Industry for
the seventh time in ten
vears. Lhis was repeated
n 1937 when, :Iq's.pin; er-
rific handicaps early in
the year, Chevrolet led

T 27 midliontd Geveral Afoters sekbocle—a Cibrevaler

all ather makes in peHEE
senger car sales, 1t was the sixth year gnce the beginning of the company
that more than a million cars were built—and the company celebraned
its twenty-fifth birthday in XNovember 1936

In 1938 Cheveoler led the industry in sales for the eighth time in nine
VEATS, and in 1939 5t secured an even greater nmru:in, hecomming leadsr
for the ninth thoe o a decade, Again in 180 Chevrolet mainained s
leading posttion in the indusiry

In the peacetime production pernod during which Me. Coyvle headed
the Chevrolet organization, the company, therelore, averaged more than
a million cars a vear. U J.I:ILIJ..II.'_'\_I-' i1, 1240, General Motors celebrated
the completion of its twenty-five millionth vehicle, a Chevrolet, and the
event focused attention upon the fact that, of General Motors™ hoge
production, more than 60°F were Chevredets.

In Seprember 1940 Chevroled observed a sales anniversary—seven
years of sales leadership with an average of & million unis per year.
At the same time it celebrated the sale of 11 million used cars during the
AT |'u:=riu il .

Hut even hefore the celebration ook place, many months before war
became a fact, Chevrolet was negotiating for the production of a military
item==the beginning of a war production effore which eventually was w

abwork all the energica and all the facilities of the organizstion.

THE CHEVROLET STORY

rd . GHH‘r‘HﬂLJ‘TJ"S first con-
L g A% tract with the Y¥ar

Department was signed in

."';[lnl. 104k, 1¢ called for
the forging and machining
af VS=muillimeter hich ex-
plosive shells and the task
wag assigned to the Forge
and the (ear and Axbe
planis in Detroit,

Belore this contract was
Cameriian: fraring dien futarer and mockfen—tguesd pompleted, however, an

of the chasge-aper frem prace Fo mar pradactian e PRy e B
tary trucks, called 4x4%s becawse power was transmitted o all fowr whesls.
In rapid order, then, came contracts for che production of parts G the
Wimillimeter anti-airerafi pun, more shells and an armored car—all this
while arrangemenis were being carmmied loeward foe the manufacture of
l4=cylinder Praty & Whimney aircraft engines, "|'hus, months before Pearl
Harbor and the declaragion of war, Cheveolber was plunging i a war
efiort that was o CArTY it theough the next four vears

The new activity was destined o eliminate all PassENgET Car |.IJ'\I'I-'.‘|.II|.'Ii.IE:|I1
and reduce the cutpul of civilian trecks 1w a wickle. The lasr pasenger cas
lefi an assernbly line on Febroare 6, 1942 and the aseembdy plants were
comverted 1o war work. Some of
them were lepsed o other divi-
sons of General Moiors, some
wiere leased o the Crovernmeni.
All manulacturing plants wers
completely  converted  fo war
work, Producton of civilian

trucks continued in a modest wisy

for a rime, then was cul off, not

b III.' :I".'HI.I"I(":I UI'I!i.I II-I'1'1| when

Asremibfing P & M mpipes
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it hecame Apparent o
Ceovernmeent obhcusls
thata menacineshort-
ape of these work ve-
hicles might seriously
1|.||'|||'||'|’ rhe trangpor-
tatinn |'-h.|~.¢ od war
prochaction.

Theonly plant noe
l.'|'L:|'-"|:. EINCTE DARET T

WAT |:r'|||'||.'|!i||1 WS

oneinSa e naw, whech
with Governrment ap- Fhping serevse pards for aping covr end frapks
proval continued 1o
manulacture, in addition o wai i.'llll.llll L, millions of serviee parLs in
order that the millions of Cheveaoler cars and tracks on the roads of
America coubd serve therr owners until new vehicles conuld be |'|r|'||:|||.|'r'-:i.

On the facing page s shown a partial list of che war products manu-
factured by Chevralet during ehe four years, Some of ihem, including the
aluminum lorgings, wers |l|-=Jh'_|l.|-:'l.'l:| in Government-huiily ||t.||'||-:_ bur all
were produced under Chevroler management with “%olume Production
for Viecwry™ the slogan
And more than one of the
planis received the coveted
Army-Mavy “E" for excel-
lence i production

A5 a result, Cheveo-
let's FelUEn 000 pencetime
_;-.rm,'lllrl,i-!'-n was nod G-
||i|r.-'||'||-e' with its _'.:-|'.'.||'.:-:' inta
the war effore, for it ook

place by slow degrees, The

1944 peturn o A limited

production of civilian trucks Toeeds for peace and mar on Ui samr aceebily lige

[11]
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THE CHEVROLET STORY

(at the MNorwood assembly
plant) mads it possible 10
expand this outpud when the
chefeat of Germany on May 5,
1945 brought about some ter=
minations of war coniracs
Bue it was not until afier the
defeat of Japan, on Awgus

14 of the same year, that an

all-oue drive for complete
Maving awd aar preduntion marios faalr in male conversion to peacetime
U o, o operations could be made.
[t was & comparatively casy task o swing inie increased truck peo-
duction, for paris for civilian tnecks were already being manufactured
—gubiject o shortages of materials and supplies which were the inevitahle
result of the nationwide readjustment. In the Se. Lowis plang, for
imstance, a contract for miliary rucks was erminated on Friday,
Auguse 17 and all milivary trucks on the assembly line weee Immedi-
ately waken apart and removed. (n the following Monday, Awgust 20,
the first civilian truck was asembled on the same line, and _::-rrh'lln:l,i-nn WL
increased daily thereafier.

But the manufctune: of pasenger cars was different: Since practically

Afer nearly Soor pawr— U fired Charolels

[14]
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all passenger ¢ar assembly
. lines had been forn owt, Qo
9 wiks necessary oo rehuoild
them before assembly could

bepin. [t was also necessary

"
54
' o reconvert the manufae-
:I;l'il'.L{ ..l|.|||_-«. '|'\-E'|-|-|'\" s
i senger car paris could be
B = 4 g -
iy praduced.

] |:||.' I(i:l'.L;iI Wl I I I.'EI. et

Wamr larasd mem & ok £ .
to full peaceiime production

wiks consequently delaved. [nowas not untl Oetober 3, 1945 thar the fies
PESSCIEET CAT CAME afl the line ai Kansas LCiiy—a |:|.4.:1|_. which, during
the war, had been leased 1o the Oldsmobile Division {or the manufacture
of eheells and which had 1o he cleared off all the r:|:|l.'-:'|.:|| Wirtume |||:|I|J||.|':|l||:|
equipment hefore 1t could be uzed.

But following that event., the trickle of cars began o swell into a
stream—tlelayed rom tme wodme by recurring shorvages of materials—
ax one aseembly plant after another was cleaned our, then re-establighed
i is pecwar condition  with i|'|1|||'n'.'-r:|1r-n|; added in r.:r:l..'lir.'llll.'
I:""--:'|':\. |_||.-|-q,|'

During this period many additions wene made to the various manu-

facturing planis, nedahly the grey lron foundey at Saginaw and the com-

Asivinbling meforr af e Tengeantn glani

:"_:l



THE CHEVEWDLET AT ORY

mercial body plantat Indian-
apolis. The BulTalo assembly
plant, erceted in 1922 and
converted during the war o
the production of Pram &
Whitney engine parts, re-
turned 1o the manufacturer
of [ront and rear axles fog
paseniger and commercial

care, while the Tonavwanda

plant confined itz efforts 1o
Ramning in emgines ot Flint Manyfactaring the production of motors.
Two new assembly plants were projected. One was at Fling, the other at
Van Muys, a piart of Los Angeles. And while this was L:\-::-ir.n!:,I an, anodher
change was made
in Chevrolet's man-
amemenl.

In June, 1944,
M. E. Coyle, whno
had been with
Chevralet since
1917 and its peneral
manager since 1933, Tinnk cak acmmby of Alliafs, Campia
wis made an execu-
tive vice president of Gen-

eral Maotors. To replace him

Chevraler, the directors of
General Motors selecied
Nichaolag Dreyatadt, who had
been with Cadillac sinc
1916 and ia general mana-

e sipee 1934

Suirwwhiy of rear axfe, Bufals, New Fard Ulnder the direction ol

11

as gencral manager of

TrHE CHEVROLET STORY

L% IZI|'4"!.'=Lr.'|-.':I1I thie
drive for greater
and greater producs
tran ed  hetter and
hetter products ean-
tinued asz before,
with the entire
Cheveoler organiza-
tien atill acurely
aware of the fact
that the public's ap-
“Semappeded anewdly™ ot e new Fling plan proval had to be
earned

The 19 millicnth Chevrolet vehicle was produced December 5, 19446
and a1 the conclusion of that vear the production figures showed that a
tatal of 707,975 passenger cars and trucks had been turned out, once more
to establish leadership in the industey. Six months Later, in June, 1947, the
new Fling Assembly plant went ine productien, using a new type af
“guapended assembdy’’ operation.

And four months later, on November 10, 1947, the Indianapolis plam
celebrated the completion of ite 50 per cent expansion, consolidating its
position as the largest exclu-
give cnmmercial body plane
in the waorld.

The zame year, 1947,
recorded the return of Ches
rolet o 3t formerly well
established castom of turning
oant a1 mmillion vehicles a vear,
Fhe 20 mallicnth Chevenbed

li f| |||\' g L1t l-\.-\.III' |imer @i

Flint on November 13, and
I\...'|||'|| ||||' venr closed the

',-;:-|,-_] |||.:<1,'|| I B WS wl Lag Avpeles
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recorded as 1,051,338 passenger cars and irucks—another year in the
long record of established leadership
|:I||:r'.r|5,: ||‘|-:' ];||!|.:'r _:..||| |||' [|'-!' '!.I".II' 1947 the new Las l'll'l'il'll"\-: ,-H"H'_Iﬂlll:.

L ]
ne - L ®
Tl

]

ST — 3

e

R

Ihravesty wepld s1en af parr reedy for e e da dralerd, Flasd Ariroedsy fTanl

plant at Van Nuys went ioig production. The new plant embodies the
same ivpe of suspended ssembly operation as that installed at Fling and
Its Comsiraciion wis I_Ii_-cl_i_||'_:'.;i:\-\.||l_'l_| -E_ll. the il'.l-\.l.'I“.JriII!l o Braxilan i e En-
£ o] P i ;|| L [ Ol [ _h.l.r”}- Ep IIII:H.iIiII"l'I:'. thiat thes l':lil:'llll::!'l:l thie direct
rays af the sun bul admiced plenty of davlighi o both office amd plan
[t was gaid 1o be the first such installation in North America and seeved
to reduee the inside temperature to a marked degree. The plant was
formally dedicawed February 18, 1%4E, and during the three-day open
hous= thar followed more than 60000 Los Angeles citizens inspected s
consiruction and aperation.

Durine the same '|:-e'|:|-::-c:| the Cheveoler management planned another
addition to manulciuring Reilites in the :~h-||H' af & |l|-lll' which wiowld

be devored to the maoufaciure of Chevrolet pares, not only [ seryice

| 14
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but for new cars. A site was therefore seleceed at Parma, Ohio, a suburb
of Cleveland, and construction was begun., As 1948 drew to a close the
construction work wag practically completed, housing almost 30 acres
al foor space.

Produection, meanwhile, was maintained at the highess Jewvel piossible
undler the existing conditions. Shortapes of material, a problem which had
persisted since the beginning of postwar production, continued o present
difficultics. On many occasions it was necessary to Ay critical parts to the
varios assembly plants in order o maintain production. But always the
batile crv—"the highest guality at the lowest possible price™ actuated
the =ntire organization.

The 21 millionth Chevrolet vwhicle was |::-|'\-::-iu-'.'l.'d Auvpust M, and the
millionth 1948 vehicle was turned our November 2, one month earlier
than the preceding year. [t was therefore safe to predict that 1948 pro-
duction would pass the record made in 1947 by a comfortable margin

It was during this period that plans were put in effect for the pro-
duction of a complecly new ling of Chevrolet passenger cars. The new
Advance.Diesign trucks had been announced in 1947, a complete
departure from the models produced theretofore, while anly slight modi-
Fcations had been made in the passenger car line. New designs for cars
had been on the drawing boards for some tme, however, and in 1747
it was decided o prepare for a new line in 1949,

The work of converting the plants foe the pew production was
accordingly started in the fall of 1947, and even as some of the ]1r\-:_:-|::||i:|:'in:1
lires worked on the |:-r::-c]'.|.|.'|i-:|:|:| af 1948 paris, other lines were set up and
oreanized for the production of 1949 parts. Hundreds of maching tools
were moved in this fashion. New dies and tools were fabricated and tried
out and ]:-ne'F:uln1.| for _:.l|-:.l€|l.l.-'.'!il.u|. The net result was I|'I--'III instead o
closing down plants for a leng period of time while re-arrangements were
made, the only tme lost by production men was thas required o take the
arniial i:!'\--"‘"ll:lr:-'-

Upon the death of Mr, Dreystadt in August, 1948, W, F. Armstrong,
a General Motors vice ||r|.'.-:|-::||'|:|l.1 was naned gl.'u:.'.l’:ll AT A e of the

company. Mr. Armstrong served until receiving a new assignment from

[19]
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the corporation. To succeed him, diccctors of the corporation picked
T, H. Keating, a 33-year vereran of Cheveolel, under whose able sales
managership Chevrolet had quickly resumed during the postwar period
its dominant position in the rewail market. In additon o his post as
general manager of Chevrolet, Mr, Keating was elected a vice president
of General Maotors

1. M. Keateeg, Geseral Waneger ol Cheivoled Madar Didraim, exd' e fnorndy-few

oedlFiowitd Cdsirel Dandl meiilen &% misdlls & I Jioesdjp-gnir snllnantd

.J.hl:' !.'-:"':l_[' |_|[- ]':'-1-'.' B0 :|I_:'!r'|' i!||_;r:||I.|I'|| |||".'-c'1|||_-||'||'|'l_h._ .|.|'||' -c'|||_li|:||_'|'|-
;-”_r -I':.\.|ﬁ.l:.|l"\-\.iﬂ|'|l_'l:1. an .;|||:|'\-I'|!_|Ii-c' 5’_'|"'.|I'\-\.|'|.|.I_ and III.\.II'Il-\. Wepe |.|E|’| [EE] i|'|l:||||:||||_'-c'
Lthe r:'l.:-J|||,iu||.|r':.' deviee Lor che first tome on & |u'-.-.-|:--'i||1I auiarmnbike
Manufacturing  [acilitiecs were expanded, The new Cleveland  plani
EWLIE Inio ;:-|'|':-':I||-:'r:u|| on the Powerslide transmizzion aned sheer mersl
parrts. Transmission manufaciuring at Saginaw added a2 new  plan
Aber all-time manufacturing and =mbes records were broken in ansther

manifestation of Chevrolet’s emendows popularity. Both marks [ell

in Oetober. The production wial bad stomd since 1940 when 1,339,952

THE CHEVYRCLLE]I STORY

passepper cars and frucks were built in United States and Canadian
plants. Retail sabes eclipsed 1936, the year that domestic dealees deliv-
e 1,168,863 1 hievrnles.

With 1949 drawing 1o a close, Chevroler prepared] o end another
chapter in & mecord of accomplishment that has been one of the maost
atirring in American i...,l..-q.:._ But 1o thouzand: of men and women whao
make up Cheveoler “The Chevrolet Story™ wis far from finished. Already
thev had raised their sights, Improved safety, increased convenience and
more lasting motoring pleasare were in the minds of an organizatbon
which year after vear hae steadlstly maintained s policy of the highea
-::|l.|:||:.l.':-' al the lowesi cosi. "5||:|.iJ:'.r|:.. the nationwide |||||:|!.' |||.i|'||:|-q,'|_-|"l'||j|'|'l:
busimesamien wlo sell and seevice Chevrolets was dedicared 1o greater
achievement, To them a 38-vear tradition of complete owner satislaction

had become o creed.
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Chevrolet has pioneered many major improvements in low-priced
cars during the last thirtv=seven years—ol which the following are only
a few

Unisteel Body Construction
Knee-Action Gliding Ride
Valve-in-Head Engine
Synchro-Mesh Transmission
Box-Girder Frame
Double-Ariculated Brake Shosas
Shockproof Staering
Hypoid Reor Axle
Turret Top Body Construction
"Blue-Flamea" Combustien Chamber
Stabilized Frant-End Meaunting
Complete Body Insulafion
Safety Plofe Glass All Around
Speciolized 4-Way Lubrication
Tiptoe-Matic Clutch
Dueco Finish
Concealed Safety-Steps
Combined Crankcase WVentilater, Qil Filler and Qil Separator
Electric Starting Motor
Foot-Contrelled Headlamp Dimmer Switch
Bonded Broke Linings
Center-Point Steering
Curved Windshields

Powerglide Auvlomatic Transmission

(221

CHEVROLET MILESTONES

First Over the Years

181 Y —Chevrolet Sotar l:,:r|||||x||:l\.' ol Mlichivan argankesd Movember 32 fimst

Chevrales ||.1'l\.|'|.||||~:| e f Derroly s I\.-Iul.-;I:-

1913 —Valvesin:head engine introduced, and pericad of plant expansion starbed
with acquisition of home plant in Fling, Michigan, Flant alo rented in New York
Caty. Meardy 6,000 cars buali

1915 —Eel-srarcer introduced, first in loawvsprice field.

1918 — Chevraled Becames a part of Gieneral Mowis, and emers mew |_||_'|1|:||J
1.Ir|'.l|..'.l'|| 1R anid sales, Closed mindlels ofered ||!. Chevroke for the frst tlme.

1920 — Rewmil siores opened o various Cities for direct sale of Cheveoleis w
the puhlic.

1923 —=The 1,000,000k Chevioler built Fehruary 27, Chevralet is on the
threshdd of volurne aperaticns, Assembly plants ot Buffalo and Noraood, Ohia,

acojuired,

1927 —Chevrobet sabs exceeded 1MUY units for the fiss Ii||||'I ared lor the
first time Chevroled ke all ather makes in sales, Tooal of 1,001 880 wndg sold,
The 3000000tk Chevraler built. Cars have recemt improvements, incheding

sngle-plate chatch, i cleaner, semi=elliptic springs.

128 —Mew |;||.1||:|r npr-nr-d in Atlanta. The 4000,000¢h and 5,000 000
Chewralets built, Chevreler again leads in sales.

192 _Sixerylimder valve-in-lead E R .-1|'.||:-|!-Ir|’| mn all cars, .ullll!u.: with corm-

bined crankcase vengilatar, oll fller mned il EQAFALOT.

1931 —Chevroler staris vix long run of lesding the ficld in =zales EVErY year
EXOERL ane from 1931 10 1941, BI.II'II]H'F |:I|J|l1l. :l=1'|ll1ll'l| i Dt

1934 — Enec-Acton imroduced, The 10,0000 Chevroler badlt,

193F —The 13,000, 00kh Chevroler Built, Chevralet o= first low-priced car

; iy —
wse Tlngscesl construction with Dureet ]l:-|:-

| 2% |
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1939 —Vacuum gearshift introdwesd 10 Chevealet buvers, another indugpy
“farae.™ The 15,000, 000h Chevrobet uilt.

1941-1945 — Company plants geared all-put for war procluciion.  Aircraft
enpines, armared cars, shells and guns amoray the tvpes of materiel supplisd in
scendily increasing volums w the armed foroes.

1945 —First postwar passenger car aff the line Ccioher 3.

1946 — Production mounts as plant comversion is compleied. M, E. Coyle,
general manager, elevated o executive vice prisidency of General Motors Cors
peration,

1947 —MNew assemby |'.l|.-:|'|l. decicaied at Flint, Mich. Chesrolet praduction
refurns o million class wiith 1,031,359 wnits manulacured.

1948 —Mew  amembly plant dedicarsd at Los Angeles.  Production  hin
21,00 R e A 0. Blillionth 1948 moeds] ||||r'|E'||r|r|_| Moavernber T,

1949 —New eerles of complerely re-siyled passenger cars Inroduced January
22, Production aus

I'-T.l'.ll_il'u_ll EF.I'II':'.II. sales unAfger, assaimnes i:l'L'll'I'.-ll JI'|.|.'|.||,;|-|'-.|-,i|_|- |_.: CiHApany.

el |:|'|. (| Tty |'||.II'.I:-i ar Cleveland and Saginaw. . H.

.".:l-[i||||' l,'ll'wllu'lilll'l and sales records R ||'| ihe boarcls, f:llllll.!.\_ul'h Prepiares o

introduce mew auipmatic ransmissdon an 1950 passenger cars,

1950 — [anuary—Announcement ol new 1950 passenger car madels with

Fowerglide awtmaric transmission opdional on De Luxe models at exiea oo

4
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