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THE CHEVROLET STORY

CHAPTER ONE

The Pioneering Years—19811-1920

0."1- pay in March 1911, a group of men working in a loft
above a small shop on Grand River Avenue in Detroit began
assembling the first Chevrolel. This car was the Classic Six, a
five-passenger touring car, and two years of experiments and
tests preceded the actual assembly work. Louis Chevrolet, the
colorful race driver famed in the early years of the century,
directed this work, having been hired by W. C. Durant to

design an engine for the car

The first Chevrolet car built in 1912

ISIT - 1958

Durant was a fabulous man in the automotive world. His
financial genius helped 10 organize General Motors in 1908
and now he was looking for new worlds to conguer in the
exciting atmosphere of the automobile industry.

The Chevrolet Motor Company was incorporaled on
November 3, 1911, and Durant leased a plant oa Detroit's
West Grand Boulevard for building his Chevrolet car. Two
other companies, the Little Motor Car Company and the Mason
Motor Company, started in Flint, Michigan that year and
became part of the foundation of Chevrolet, Little produced
an economical 4-cylinder runabout and Mason built engines

Production for 1912, the first full vear of Durant’s oper-

ations, totaled 2,999 Chevrolets. When Duramt merged the

The firsi Chevrolet valve-in-head engine and Chevroler trademark
witre part of thiv 1913 Baby Grand pouring car,
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Famous Chevrolet trademark, second from the lefi, the symbol of

dependebility, economy and gquality in awtomobiles, Also shown are
three varly Chevrolet nameplates

Little Company and Chevrolet in 1913, he gave the Chevrolet
name {o the Little car and moved the Detroit plant to his old
Flint Wagon Works.

Chevrolet’s famous Baby Grand touring car and Royal
Mail roadster were first introduced in 1913, Demand for
Chevrolet cars reached the point that additional production
facilities were needed and a second assembly plant was leased
in New York City. Production rose to 5,987 units.

This was also the year that the famous Chevrolet trade-
mark was first used on the cars. This distinctive trademark
has appeared billions of times on products, advertising and
sales literature as the mark of dependability, economy and
quality in motor transportation. It originated in Durant's
imagination when, as a world traveler in 1908, he saw the
pattern marching off into infinity as a design on wallpaper in
4 French hotel. He tore off a piece of the wallpaper and kept
it to show friends with the thought that it would make a good
nameplate for a car.

Later he decided on the name Chevrolet for his car be-
cause race drivers were heroes of the day and also because he
felt that the name Chevrolet had a musical sound and the

romance of foreign origin. The original trademarks for the

[
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Baby Grand touring car and Royal Mail roadster, also prod-
ucts of Durant’s imagination, were designed between August
and December 1913.

Another significant landmark was blazed in the 1913
Chevrolet—the introduction of the valve-in-head engine which
has become the basic principle of all modern automobile en-
gines today. Here is a description of the 1913 engine taken
from advertising of that year:

“Gasoline is introduced directly into the cylinder head
and exploded there. The full force of the explosion comes
into direct contact with the piston head. For this reason
Chevrolet power is maximum with minimum fuel.”

In June 1914, the Maxwell Motor Company's Tarrytown,

New York, plant was purchased for assembly operations to

meet the growing demand for Chevrolet cars.

An early Chevrolet assembly line in operation @t Flini, Michigan

7
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HEVROLET **Four-
Ninety” Touring Car
meets completely the
national need for de-
pendable and economical trans-
portation.
The first cost is low. The
upkeep is never a burden.
Electrically started. Elec-
trically lighted. Demountable
rims. Completely equipped.

Thiz 1916 Chevrolet newspaper adveriivement iy believed 1o be the
first ad published for Chevealel,

The need for a wholesale selling organization was met in
1914 with the establishment of an office in Oakland, Cali-
fornia. Other offices opened a year later in Kansas City,
Missouri and Atlanta, Georgia,

St. Louis, Missouri, and Oshawa, Canada, were the next
sites of Chevrolet growth in 1915, The “490" model was
brought out this year and assembly began in the Tarrytown,
New York, plaat. Also in 1915 Chevrolet made clectric lights

1911 - 195k

A mew Q-degree valve-in-head V8 engine was introduced in 1917,

standard equipment. This same year Chevrolet licensed the
Gardner Buggy Company in St. Louis 10 assemble cars.

With the 1916 models, Chevrolet was ready to launch its
first important bid for volume production and the mass
market. Earlier, Chevrolet was competing in a market just
above the low-price class, But when the “490™ came out,
named because it sold for $490.00, Chevrolet plunged into
the toughest competition—leadership in the low-price field,

By now Chevrolet production facilities included plants in
Fort Worth, Texas, and Bay City. Michigan. The Warner
Gear operation in Toledo, Ohio, was bought and became the
Chevrolet-Toledo Manufacturing plant. Chevrolet opened the
Ouakland, California, assembly plant in 1916, the first in the
industry on the West Coast. New plants were also operating

L]
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in Flint. Production jumped to 70,000 cars by the end of
1916. Expansion was still the keynote the following year and
125,882 units were manufactured. Chevrolet built its first
closed car bodies in 1916, Retail selling stores were opened
in many large cities, principally in the eastern part of the
country, to bring the car to the people.

A new 90-degree valve-in-head V8 engine was introduced
by Chevrolet in 1917. The Mason Motor Company in Flint
merged with Chevrolet in this year to build engines. Also the
forerunner of today’s modern hardtop, a Chevrolet “490™ five-
passenger sedan with removable posts that made it an open
car for touring, was brought out by the company.

Chevrolet became a part of General Motors in 1918 and
embarked upon a new era of greater expansion. A new assem-
bly plant was started in St. Louis and Chevrolet began build-
ing light delivery and I-ton trucks, the latter with hard rubber
rear tires. Completing its first full year with General Motors,
Chevrolet produced nearly 150,000 units in 1919. A $500,000
addition to the Oakland assembly plant was completed in 1920.

%1 - 1958
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CHAPTER TWO

Growing to Leadership—1821-1930

Tue vears immediately following World War 1 almost cost
Chevrolet its corporate existence. General Motors’ manage-
ment called in a firm of industrial engineers to survey all
properties of the corporation. One of the recommendations
coming out of this survey was the liquidation of Chevrolet
because it “could not hope to compete in its field.”

Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., serving as principal assistant to
Pierre 5. duPont, president of GM, took the engineers’ report
as a challenge to prove that Chevrolet could compete success-
fully in the low-price field. As a result Chevrolet was saved,
and moved forward with renewed vigor to scale the heights
of automotive sales leadership.

The 1921 Chevrolet incorporated several features which
formerly were extra-cost options, These new standard equip-
ment items included demountable rims and the self-starter.
Production for the year reached 76,370 units as the economy
of the country began to show an encouraging upward trend.

On February 23, 1922, C. S. Mott, who has been a
director of GM since 1913, hired William 5. Knudsen, re-
signed production head of Ford Motor Company, as his

12
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assistant. Mott was then director of the Advisory Staff and
Supervising Vice President of the GM Car and Truck Divi-
sions. Knudsen was named the head of Chevrolet Motor
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Oue-piece windvhield with

ANIHANE Wiper

Cutaway view of
the valve-inhead
docvlinder engine.

A few engineering detuils of the 1925 Chevrolet, This was the year
Chevroler production exceeded 300000 units for the first sime
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“A Six for rhe Price of a Four™ intro= “Ray and His Linle Chevroler™

diwced Chevrolet's famous S-cvlinder was one of the many popular
enpine in 1929, Chevraolet songs during the 19205,

Company in 1922 and five years later Chevrolet became the
biggest auto maker in the world.

Knudsen sparked a new wtality in Chevrolet and pro-
duction jumped to 243,479 in 1922 with the mtroduction of
the “Superior” model—successor to the “490.” Plant facilities
were expanded in Detroit, Michigan; Janesville, Wisconsin;
Buffalo, New York; Norwood, Ohio.

By 1924 Chevrolet had manufacturing plants in four
cities, six assembly plants were operating and 16 regional
sales offices covered the country.

Chevrolet production expanded to over 500,000 units in
1925, marking the first time in the company's history that
such a peak was attained. The 1925 car was redesigned with
such outstanding features as “Vision Ventilation™—the one-
piece windshield with automatic wiper on all closed models,
single dry plate clutch, banjo-type rear axle, and new 1 1-inch
brakes. The Bloomfield, New Jersey, assembly plant was ac-
Quired in 1925,

Mr. Sloan announced in 1926 that $8 million was being

13
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appropriated to increase Chevrolet’s production facilities to
one million units per year. The battle to challenge sales lead-
ership in the industry was now in full swing.

The Detroit plant of General Motors Truck Corporation
was taken over in 1926 1o manufacture Chevrolet front and
rear axles,

Victory came to Chevrolet in 1927 when the company
outsold Ford for the first time in history, The Saginaw Grey
Iron Foundry was added in 1927. Chevrolet also achieved
the first of its many “million-unit™ years in 1927 —production
was 1,001,880, While Chevrolet's major competitor brought
out the Model A with its four-cylinder engine, Chevrolet was
laying plans to command the low-price field with “A Six for
the Price of a Four.”

Preparations for this change were mapped carefully and
secretly. The first move was to increase the length of the
chassis by four inches which was done in 1928, This set the
stage for the sensational introduction of the valve-in-head six-
cylinder engine a year later.

A new assembly plant in Atlanta, Georgia, began opera-
tions in 1928 and an assembly plant in Kansas City, Missouri,
was begun.

The year 1929 also saw the use of color on car bodies, a
far cry from the one-time competitive edict of “any color so
long as it’s black.” The buying public responded to these ad-
vances and Chevrolet production reached 1,328,605,

16
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CHAPTER THREE

Taking the Leadership—1831-1941

ALTHOUGII the depression years created severe economic
hardships throughout the country, Chevrolet was able to make
major manufacturing expansions, erecling a new spring plant
in Detroit and acquiring a plant in Indianapolis to build com-
mercial and truck bodies on a large scale.

A fresh leadership drive was sparked in 1931 with Chev-
rolet’s “greater value” valve-in-head Six. This production and
sales leadership has been maintained consistently over the
years, making Chevrolet America’s most popular car. Clearly
the company had made a roaring comeback since 1921 when
its competitive outlook was termed “hopeless.”

In 1931, a new bumper plant began manufacturing in
Detroit.

Knudsen became executive vice president of General
Motors in 1933 and seasoned leadership was moved up to fill
his place. M. E. Coyle was made general manager of Chev-
rolet, having started with GM in 1911 and with Chevrolet in
1917. He had been serving as assistant to Knudsen since 1925,

In 1933 Chevrolet began the most famous of all industrial
youth promotions—the All-American Soap Box Derby. The
first of thesc races was held in Dayton, Ohio, The Derby was
the brainchild of Myron E. Scott, a Dayton newspaperman,
18

% . J05R

A ithrilling fimisk in the
All-American Soap Box Derby,

now assistant public relations director of Chevrolet,

Scott photographed a local neighborhood race as a feature
story for his newspaper and sold Chevrolet on the idea of a
nationwide competition with joint sponsorship of local Derby
races by Chevrolet dealers and leading newspapers. After run-
ning down a brick-paved hill in Dayton, the Derby was moved
to Akron, Ohio, in 1935, where all subsequent national com-
petitions have been held. From its small beginning in 1933,
the Soap Box Derby has grown to be the greatest amateur
racing event in the world. Scholarship prizes totaling $15.000
and valuable merchandise awards are given annually to win-
ners. The 20th anniversary of the All-American was cele-
brated in 1957 (the Derby was not held during the four
World War Il years) and the winner was given an all-expensc
paid European tour as an additional award,

New engineering features that supported Chevrolet’s
“greater value" slogan were introduced in the 1930%. Knee-
Action came oul in the 1934 Chevrolet and made a smoother

19
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Im 1937 Chevroler
achieved the ali-pecl
unisieel Body by Fisher

ride possible. The “Blue-Flame™ combustion chamber was
pioneered in 1934 and the power of Chevrolet's valve-in-head
Six was proved when a Chevrolet four-door sedan towed the
Burlington Zephyr into its station in Chicago.

A new convenience feature of some 1934 sedans was a
spacious, built-in trunk. New safety was engineered into Chev-
rolet bodies with the introduction of the all-steel Turret Tops.
The 10-millionth Chevrolet was built on the company’s 23rd
anmiversary, November 3, 1934,

Million-car years resumed in 1935 when Chevrolet built
1,066,197 units. A new assembly plant was opened in Balti-
more, Maryland, and manufacturing plants were added in
Saginaw, Michigan, and Muncee, Indiana. In 19386 a new
commercial body plant, the world's largest, was dedicated in

Indianapolis, replacing the facilities acquired in 1930.

.

Some 1934 Chevrolets featured
a buili-in trank.

The 1932 Chevrolet
had a buili-in griile.

1801 - 1948

Chevrolet trucks demonstrated ountanding economy in a veries of AAA
testx im J936. This Ma-don wuck is hawling a trailer with a S-on
load up Pikes Peak, Awother rvpical test was the coast-to-coast écon-
omy run from Lox Angeles o New Yaork carrying the same load

In 1937 Chevrolet trunks became full size with spare tires
enclosed. Other features included all-steel, Unisteel Body by
Fisher with Safety Plare Glass all around the car. Expansion
continued and a new moanufacturing plant was opened in
Tonawanda, New York.

The |5-millionth Chevrolet was built in 1939,

Under Coyle's leadership, the Chevrolet Division aver-
aged a million units a year for seven years, In the same period
Chevrolet dealers sold 11,000,000 used cars. Signs of the im-
pending war became more apparent in America in 1940 and
Chevrolet’s first U.S. government contract was made in April
for the production of 75-mm. high explosive shells

In 1941, Chevrolet eliminated the outside running board
from its cars. Production in 1941 reached 1,339,952—the
last full production year until after World War 11,
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CHAPTER FOUR

Production for Victory—1842-1945

CHT-.\-'IIUI ET geared for the impending war in the months

before Pearl Harbor, Military trucks, parts for anti-aircraft

guns, shells of varying sizes, and Pratt & Whitney engines
were all part of Chevrolet's pre-Pearl Harbor production
schedule in addition to building civilian cars and trucks,

On December 7, 1941, war came to the United States

It was a snowy, cold afternoon in Flint when civilian pro-

duction ended for Chevrolet. As the last of the 1942 models

went off the assembly line, one of the workmen wrote: “Last
Chevrolet off January 30, 19427

A significant period in Chevrolet history was ended-—
volume production for victory was the new goal.

All Chevrolet plants were completely converted to war
work, with the lone exception of the Saginaw Service Manu-

facturing plant. This facility was needed to supply the main-

Cheveoler  began  producing
war materialy (m April, 1990,
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tenance parts for the millions of Chevrolet cars and trucks
already on the country's highways,

In providing this equipment for the country, wartime parts
manufacturing teamed with a Chevrolet dealer service program
to “Save the wheels that serve America.”

Many Chevrolet plants achieved the Army-Navy “E" for
excellence in production during the next four years,

A partial hst of wartime products made by Chevrolet in-
cludes: £.000,000 shells, 500,000 military cars and trucks,
60,000 Pratt & Whitney engines, 3,800 armored cars, 2,000

90-mm. guns, 200,000,000 pounds of aluminum forgings,
5,700,000 pounds of magnesium castings and 2,000,000,000

pounds of grey iron castings,

Many Chevroler plants were awarded the Army-Navy "E™ for
excellence in prodiuction during World War 11,

e « 1958

CHAPTER FIVE

Greatest Production Years—1846-1957

Tk £xo of the war signaled the return to civilian production
and launched Chevrolet’s greatest expansion program. Civil-
ian truck production was resumed on August 20, 1945, and
car production began October 3, 1945,

New executive leadership was brought up to preside over
this new period of growth. In June 1946, M. E. Coyle was

made an executive vice president of General Motors. Nicholas

In the fall of 1945, with the war over, Chevraler began production of
civilian passenper cary and trucks.
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Dreystadt, general manager of Cadillac, moved to Chevrolet
to succeed Coyle, and lead the company's postwar program.

After Dreystadt’s untimely death in August 1948, W. F,
Armstrong, a GM vice president, became general manager of
the company, When Armstrong was given another GM assign-
ment. T. H. Keating was advanced from Chevrolet general
sales manager to general manager of Chevrolet and vice presi-
dent of the General Motors Corporation,

The postwar years saw Chevrolet make giant strides in
expansion and production and leadership in the low-price
field. The Indianapolis commercial body plant was enlarged
50 percent and a new assembly plant began operations in
Flint in 1947. The new Los Angeles assembly plant started
production in 1947 and a new Cleveland manufacturing plant
opened in 1949,

In 1950 Chevrolet brought out the first automatic trans-
mission in its field, the famous Powerglide. The Bel Air hard-
top was also an immediate hit with buyers that year.

Cheviolet iniroduced the Bel Air, a hardiop model, that became an
imvmediate kit in 1950,

26
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A curaway view of Chevroler's famous Power-
glide, first introduced ay an opiion in [950.

Industry-wide records were shattered in 1950 when Chev-
rolet became the first company to make more than 2,000,000
units in U.S. plants during one year,

The Korean conflict brought defense contracts to the
company, affecting many of its plants. As a result, car pro-
duction was cut in order 10 meet the government contracts,
Expansion continued for Chevrolet, with two million square
feet of new plant buildings underway in 1952.

More advances in the low-price field were introduced by
Chevrolet when Bel Air luxury models bowed in 1953. The
increasing market for sports cars in America was met with the
new Chevrolet Corvette, first introduced as a “dream car™ at
the 1953 Motorama. In June 1953 the Chevrolet Corvette
was put into actual production. The Chevrolet Handyman, an
all-steel station wagon, was introduced in 1953,
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New plants in Flint, Michigan; Tonawanda, New York,
and Livonia, Michigan, and additions in Cleveland, Indian-
apolis and Muncie were completed in 1954,

Power brakes and automatic seat and window controls
were introduced in the low-price field by Chevrolet in 1954.

Chevrolet reached a new all-time production record in
1955 when 1,830,028 passenger cars and 393,315 trucks were

manufactured in U. 5. plants.

The Chevrolet Corvette rolled
off the assembly line in
Flint, Michigan, six months
after its introduction in Jarnu-
ary, 1953, at the General
Motors Motorama.

= - 165

A pre-production model
‘56 Chevrolet sei a new
stock car record for the
Pikex Peak rum in Sep-
tember 1955,

The Biscayne was another Chevrolet dream car glving an advance
look a1 sryling In years to come

The Corvente Nomad bowed as a dream car in the 1955 Mororama
and later went into production utilizing the Chevealer
paisenger car body.

The 1956 Motorama was the debi of the
Chevralet Impala dream car.
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New executive leadership came to Chevrolet in 1956 with
the appointment of E. N. Cole as general manager of the
division and vice president and a director of General Motors.
Cole, formerly chief engineer of Chevrolet, succeeded T. H.
Keating who was made vice president in charge of passenger
car divisions of General Motors Corporation.

An outstanding engineering advancement was made in
1957 when Chevrolet introduced Turboglide—the first triple-
turbine automatic transmission in the industry. Ramjet Fuel
Injection also was made available for the first time as a pro-
duction engine. With the Ramjet Fuel Injection engine, one
horsepower per cubic inch of displacement was possible—a
tremendous step forward in engine performance and efficiency.

In August 1957, a Chevrolet pick up truck climbed Pikes
Peak without using the road—another demonstration of the

outstanding performance and endurance of Chevrolet trucks.

The 38 millionth Chevrolet rolled off the Flint assembly line on
December 4, 1957, E. N. Cole, Chevrolei general manager, accepls
the inspection rag from T. M. Schooley, Flint plant manager.

30
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Chevrolet Ceniral Office, Detroit

The General Motors Bullding, Detroit

A Few Chevrolet Firsts
in the Low-Price Field

Valve-in-Hesd Engine + Duco Finish + Harmonic Balancer *
Stabilized Front End Mounting = Octane Selector + Knee-Action
+ Turrel Top * Unisteel Body + Safety Plate Glass All Around (ar
no extra cost) = Bonded Brake Linings * Automatic Transmission +
Power Brakes *» Panoramic Windshield « Air Conditioner + Ball-Race
Steering + Mardiop Sport Sedan + Fuel Injection Engine + Electric
Starter » Headlight Dimmer Foot Switch = Finger-Tip Seat Adjustment
+ No-Draft Ventipanes » Flanged Rear Axle Shafts + Complete Body
Insulation * Box-Girder Frume + Diaphragm Spring Chuich + Curved
Windshicld *+ Hardtop Sport Coupe + Power Steering * Automatic
Seat and Window Controls + High-Level Ventilation + 12-Volt
Electric System * Anti-Dive Braking Control * Directional Signals
jas standard equipment) + Turboglide Automatic Transmission
« Positraction Rear Axle * Machined-in-Block Combustion Chamber
+ Level Air Suspension » Full Coil Suspension + Safety-Girder Frame
1%

T
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Chevrolet Leaders
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FORMER GENERAL MANAGERS OF CHEVROLET

W.C Durant  Karl W_Zimmershied W. 5 Knudsen M. E. Coyle
1911-1920 1920 1922 1922-1913 1933- 1944

Nicholas Direystadt W F, Armstrong T. H. Kenting
19401948 1948- 1% V- 1956

FORMER CHIEF FINANCE OFFICERS

W. 5. Ballenger M. E Caoyle E. W, lvey
Firnt Triasurer 1911-1916 1916-193) 19331947
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W, K. Siils Colin Camplhbell R H. Grant H. J. Klingler
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W, E. Holler T. H. Keting
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FORMER GENERAL MANUFACTURING MANAGERS

Fred Hohensee C. F. Barth C. E Wetherald
1915-1921 1924-1931 1931-1945

Hugh Dean W. J. Scoit
1945 1949 I949-1952

FORMER CHIEF ENGINEERS

A, T, Seurt 0. E. Flunt James M, Crawford  Joha G, Wood
19151921 19211929 1929-1545 1945- 1040
E. H. Kelley E. M. Cole
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CHAPTER SIX

Dynamic Production Operations

Precision is the keynote of Chevrolet's dynamic production
operations. A vast network of manufacturing and assembly
plants spans the United States—to meet the public demand for
America’s most popular car — employing nearly 100,000
people to build Chevrolet passenger cars and trucks.
Throughout this tremendous industrial organization—the
core of the Chevrolet Motor Division—men and machines
work together in perfect synchronization to maintain the high-
est possible standards of quality control in mass production.
Correct production scheduling is a vital factor contributing
to a smooth running assembly line. All of the component parts
of a car must be available at precisely the right time in order
to keep the cars rolling off the line.
Dominant throughout this dynamic production is the con-
stant maintenance of quality—in materials and workmanship.
Thirty-two Chevrolet plants in towns and cities around the
country work in manufacturing and assembling. The pictures
on the opposite page give you an idea of the dynamic effect

a plant can have on a community.

4
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How zn undeveloped area grew into a throbbing com-
munity when & Chevrolet plant entered the picture is graphi-
cally illustrated here. The top photograph of the Chevrolet
assembly plant near Los Angeles, California, was made when
the plant was dedicated in 1947, How the community looks
today is shown below. Thousands of new homes have sprung
up on acreage that was undeveloped only 11 years ago.
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Chevrolet Plants

THIIlT\"-Two manufacturing and assembly plants are operal-

The Cleveland Tranomission Plant

ing for the Chevrolet Mator Division. Twenty of these facilities
are manufacturing centers and twelve are engaged in assembly

operations. Here is a breakdown of these plants:

MANUFACTURING PLANTS

Bay City, Michigan  Muncie, Indiana
Buffalo, New York  Saginaw Grey Iron Foundry
Cleveland Passenger Transmission  (Michigan)
Cleveland Pressed Metal  Saginaw Service (Michigan)
Detroit Forge  Saginaw Transmission
Detroit Gear and Axle  (Michigan)
Flint Frame and Stamping  Toledo Passenger Transmission
Flint Motor  Tonawanda Forge
Flint Pressed Metal  (New York)
Flint Engine  Tonawanda Motor
Indianapolis Commercial Body  (New York)

Livonia Spring and Bumper ~ Tonawanda Foundry
(Michigan)  (New York)

ASSEMBLY PLANTS

Atlanta, Georgia  Los Angeles, California
Baltimore, Maryland  Norwood, Ohio
Bloomficld, New Jersey  Oakland, California
Flint, Michigan  St. Louis, Missouri
Janesville, Wisconsin  Tarrytown, New York
Kansas City, Missouri  Ypsilanti, Michigan

M
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Building
the 1958 Chevrolet
in pictures

" w

Powring of hoi meral from cupola
Inla |'url‘-|| ar foundry

Machine.finivhing the cylinder borer

Remaoving of cylinder hlock
on V8 enpine block.

rasting from samd mold,

Workman removes froni fender
Jrom a doule-action press,

Inspecting ring pear anid
pimions prior fo essembly .

Enginer are run under own
power in final fngpection fest,

Forming, sizing and
roining wheel rim

]
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Bufling smootkes the body

before paimiing.

Davar window i fitted
imre place,

Now the roof meets the body and the car
beging 1o ke shape.

Seats are placed in position

as the bodies glide

down the line

Body joimts are ipof welded
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dssembly aperationy begin with the frame
in an hJ’!.\l-'fe'-.l.llllh.'! 'l"-l.ll"flJr'.

Coil springy are attae hed
and presved with

hvadrawlic clempy

Frame & amiomatically tursed
over from wpside-down position.

Reur wxle will be added nest

The engine Iy swung nio
position on rabher eagine
mountings. Folfowing thiy
the charsis i painred,

i - 1oss

Chatvis is now complete and
pairted wheels are added. This
is the fest fimee where the color
wheme of the completed car
siaris fo appear.

The wdijacent Fither Body
plant delivery bodics to Chev-
roler gorembly fine on dollies
anached 1o slow moving line

Front fenders
drop inio position as a mnir

fand | 17
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CHAPTER SEVEN

The 1958 Models

Finishing touches
are put on the car,

L.\Ill.l ED THE “CAR OF THE YEAR™ by newsmen and techmical
writers who attended private showings before the "58 Chev-
rolet made its public debut. the S8 Chevy is the only com
pletely new car in the low-price field

Completely restyled, it's longer, lower and wider 10 em
phasize flowing sculptured lines from the dual beadlamps 10
softly flared rear fenders. The new X-built Safety-Girder
frame allows a lower silhouette, yet provides ample headroom

Completed car. under its own power for Increased legroom and luggage space have been created.
the first time, leaves the production fine

New '58 Chevrolets ready for defivery to Chevrolet devlerships
throuphout the couniry

el Alr Impala Convertible

45
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Bel Air Impala Spori Coupe

Two suspension systems offer a4 more luxurious ride along
with remarkable handling. stability and durability. Full Coil
suspension with coil springs, front and rear, is standard, The
new Level Air system, the first air suspension system offered
in the low-price field, automatically adjusts to all load weights.
It is optional on the "58 Chevrolet.

A 348-cubic-inch engine, new from fan to fAlywheel, is
designed around & new machined-in-block combustion cham-
ber. This new Turbo-Thrust V8 offers greater torque for
improved mid-range performance. In addition to the Turbo-
Thrust VE available in 250-h.p. and 280-h.p. versions, Chev-
rolet offers three other V8 engines including Ramjet Fuel
Injection; also available is the Blue-Flame 6,

Four transmissions are offered in the 58 Chevrolet: Turbo
glide, a five-clement torque converter: Powerglide, o three

clement torque converter; Overdrive and Synchro-Mesh.

46
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Sparking the "58 Chevrolet line are two glamorous new
super models, the Impala sport coupe and convertible in the
Bel Air series. Introduced as a dream car at the 1956 G M,
Motorama, the [Impalas thrillingly highlight Chevrolet’s full
line of seventeen models. In addition to the Impalas, the
Bel Air series includes a spont sedan, 4-door sedan, 2-door
sedan and sport coupe. In 1958, the Biscayne series replaces
the “210” series with a 4-door sedan and 2-door sedan. The
Delray series replaces the “150" series with a 4-door sedan,
2-door utility sedan and 2-door sedan. Five glamorous new
station wiagons are included in the Chevrolet line, highlighted
by the luxurious Nomad.

Also adding excitement to the Chevrolet line for 1958 is
the Corvette, America’s only true sports car. The Corvetie,
newly restyled, offers such optional equipment as 4-speed
Synchro-Mesh transmission, Ramjet Fuel Injection ranging up

to 290 h.p. and Positraction rear axle.

1958 Carverts

i
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Biscavne d-Door Sedan

Delray 2-Door

Lvitity Sedan

48 Bel Air 2-Door Sedan »
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Chevrolet Task-Force 58 Trucks

th THE INCREASING SPECIALIZATION of the trucking indus-

try. the Chevrolet line for 'S§ has been expanded and diver-
sified to include 134 models on 22 different wheelbases. This
includes 12 new models, a 10 percent increase over the number
available in 1957,

Topping the list of new features is a rugged but compact

348-cubic-inch V8 engine with 230-h.p., designed specifically

0o

—a —

& Door O-Passeitger Brookwood for heavy truck use,
~hyar & (LT (o, ML

F1958 Cheveoler
4 pache Pamel

<) 2 Door 6-Pavenger ¥emman
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{058 Cheveoler

Srep-Van

eS8 Chevrnder Spartan Tandeny Durmg

Chevrolet trucks have been completely restyled for a fresh.
more massive appearance as well as greater comfort and effi
ciency. The new design also features modern dual headlamps

New names have been given for each of Chevrolet's three
weight classifications. These are! APACHE for light-duty con
ventional trucks with gross vehicle weight ratings up to 9,600
pounds—VIKING for medium-duty trucks with GVW ratings
up to 21,000 pounds—and SPARTAN for heavy-duty trucks

with GVW ratings up to 25,000 pounds

v
¥

Paspirgma of Cheveoler manipfocnsing iy

Chevrolet
Engineering
Builds for

a Better

The Geaeral Mowrs Provieg Ground
Im:uw * e . at Milford, H&Mﬂ

Outstanding engincering and research facilities—the most complete in
the industry—help maintain Chevrolet’s quality production. The Chevralet
Engincering Center, the General Molors Technical Center, and the
General Motors Proving Ground at Milford, Michigan, are devoted to
the ever constant search for continued product superiority.

The General Maotors Technical Cenier
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1868 Chevrolet Sparian Chasais-Cab

Chevrolet Task-Force 58 trucks have been completely
restyled for a fresh, more massive appearance. New
seriea names include the light-duty Apache, the
medium-duty Viking and the hesavy-duty Spartan.

LiTHE N S A
o



